Cinderella Corner

Backstamps (Correction)

In December last year, I credited
Dr. Roger Day for his feedback on
some cinderella labels aligned with
early Australian Philatelic dealers.
The only problem is that I meant to
credit Dr. Ross Eggleton instead!
My humble apologies for this error.

Australia: The Earliest
Australian Red Cross

Cinderella?

Welcome to the April edition of
Cinderella Corner. This slightly
briefer than usual 1ssue focuses on
one label. and a close derivative of
it, to help explore and better under-
stand what 1s, perhaps, Australia’s
earliest Red Cross cinderella. Given
the cinderella’s centrally placed
EASTER GREETINGS message,
it 1s a fitting 1tem to investigate

this month, with Easter falling on
Sunday April 16. It also draws
upon one of the main (and widest)
collecting interests for worldwide
cinderella collectors: The Red
Cross. It is therefore anticipated
that some proactive discussion
points will be generated and shared
by readers, thereby adding breadth
to this intriguing topic. Parts of this
piece are reproduced from an article
[ wrote for a United Kingdom philatelic maga-
zine 1n early 2015.

At the birth of the 20" century, the produc-
tion and disposal of anti-tuberculosis (anti-TB)
labels were successfully used by the Dutch and
Danish in awareness-raising efforts. Almost
exclusively released at Christmas time, these
labels were meant to adorn the reverse of enve-
lopes with specific instructions to not be placed
on the front. Several of the rarer varieties of
early 1ssued Australian anti-TB labels were 1l-
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lustrated and discussed in last year’s December
Cinderella Corner column. A number of chari-
ties embraced this trend and fundraised through
the distribution of a wide range of cinderellas,
hoping to replicate the success of the early anti-
TB label movement. Of these charities, the Red
Cross began to produce a variety of cinderellas
and seals dating as early as the 1870s. Then, in
1914, Australia’s Red Cross counterpart was es-
tablished with the arrival of the First World War.
Subsidiaries and branches then quickly spread
countrywide and national and local labels were
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Figure 2

produced in the millions.

Cinderellas affiliated with the Melbourne-
based Denyer s Medical Supplies are presented
in Mosbaugh’s 1930s/1980s Red Cross cata-
logue as the likely candidates for the first Aus-
trahhlan Red Cross label. Mosbaugh references
one of these two labels, assigning it No. 121
under the heading SOCIETY UNKNOWN, with
an incomplete date of /9/X. Some research,
along with postmarked examples of the two De-
nyer Medical Supplies labels, have since 1denti-
fied that these incredibly scarce items are dated
1915 and were therefore released soon after the
Australian Red Cross was formed.

One noted curiosity in Mosbough'’s catalogue
1s the Prince Alired Hospital’s Easter Greetings
cinderella (assigned No. 111), which 1s also cau-
tiously listed as /9/.X. To date, a common belief
i1s that the label sits around the First World
War period. Decorated 1n olive, red and white,

the label frame size 1s 37mm x 24mm with 11
V2 perforated edges. The label itself displays
a nurse holding an extended banner reading
EASTER GREETINGS. The text above reads
ROYAL PRINCE ALFRED HOSPITAL, SYD-
NEY N.S.W. Most importantly, adorning the
centre of the image 1s a pronounced red cross,
and hence the platform for the label’s inclusion
in Mosbaugh’s revered catalogue. An example
of this cinderella 1s illustrated in Figure 1.

To my own delight, a postcard was purchased
a couple of years ago, which was addressed
from Sydney to New Zealand with an example
of the EASTERS GREETINGS label surpris-
ingly postmarked 26 April 1909. The front of
this postcard 1s 1llustrated in Figure 2. This
remarkable date spurred further investigation;
this humble EASTER GREETINGS label could
be, potentially, the earliest Australian Red Cross
cinderella.
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Figure 3

It has been verified that in 1909 these cin-
derellas helped raise money for 32 new hospital
beds. It was further confirmed that they sold for
1d each, 100,000 were ordered and that they
were to be placed on the outside of postal sta-
tionery items. Along with assisting the hospital
with 1ts bed shortage. the labels helped shaped
the tradition of sending Easter greetings in the
mail to family and friends near and afar.

Another early mention of the label appears
in a charming extract from the Evening News
dating 12 June 1909. In this piece, the label is
mentioned as having washed up 1n a bottle, with
a note describing events leading up to 5 May
1909.

Adding to the allure of the EASTER
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. GREETINGS label 1s the existence of a

similar cinderella produced by the Tas-
manian Consumptives Sanatorium (as
illustrated 1n Figure 3). The hospital itself
catered for consumption and TB patients
from 1906 until 1ts closure, 40 years later,
in 1946. In 1910, the Sanatorium began
fundraising efforts for their patients. As
Christmas approached the decision was

- made to release a cinderella that adopted

.~ many similar design elements, including

. nearly 1dentical colours, to the atoremen-

. tioned EASTER GREETINGS label. Its
banner 1s thicker and displays the title
CONSUMPTIVE’S SANATORIUM, with
the interesting use of the possessive apos-
trophe, along with the addition of the slo-
gan A LIFE SAVED IS A LIFE GAINED
and the phrase THE PURCHASE OF THIS
STAMP HELPS TO SAVE A LIFE. Unlike
the EASTER GREETING cinderella, its
price of 1D 1s printed. Produced in blocks
of 6, an order of 100,000 was placed. The
Mercury, dating 8 October 1910, reported
that despite ettorts sales were slow. This
article offered further details about the
lacklustre performance of this cinderella
and referred to it as a “Red Cross stamp”.

It is perhaps not surprising that this version of
the Easter Greetings label 1s far scarcer than its
predecessor.

When considering the findings on the EAS-
TER GREETINGS and CONSUMPTIVES
labels, and, most importantly, the inclusion of
the former in Mosbaugh’s catalogue, they ap-
pear to possibly represent the Red Cross and, if
they are genuine Red Cross labels, they are two
of the earliest used in Australia. Alternatively,
the red cross on the labels may rather serve as a
component of the design of health fund cinder-
ellas (1including those from hospital) of the early
20™ century; no less interesting for that proviso,
though. The question remains: are these the ear-
liest Australian Red Cross cinderellas?




The world's very largest and friendliest Stamp Bulletin Board - with a strong Aussie flavour! A fast-growing true Community which
started in 2007. Stampboards now has about 15,000 real members from 150 countries - who have made near five MILLION posts, on
over 60,000 topics. See 100,000s of high resolution colour photos, showing rare stamps, errors, discoveries, cinderellas and new is-
sues etc. We get over 4 MILLION hits each month. Zero cost: www.stampboards.com or facebook.com/stampboards

A vast array of leading dealers and collectors are active members. The Presidents of both APTA and the APF are members. Senior

International Stamp Judges are members. Catalogue producers, stamp magazine publishers, and leading auctioneers are all active
members. Masses of stamp club secretaries worldwide are members, and promote their clubs and events free - does YOURS???

All entirely FREE. If you can two-finger type you are all set - simple and intuitive. Discuss EVERY aspect of stamps, from ANY coun-
try, and get instant answers and input. Show and share your photos, ask questions, get advice from experts. Buy or sell or trade the
stamps you need - ALL FREE. Loads of fun threads, jokes and general discussions too. HUNDREDS of eBay crooks, cons and forgers
have been exposed and expelled from eBay by our member reports and Detective work - essential reading. Monthly competitions with
very valuable stamp prizes. Pop by today. It is like your ‘local stamp club’ - but you do NOT need to leave your home!
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AAA Stamps
PO Box 1050, Warners Bay, NSW, 2282

Ph: 0432 540 760 aaastamps@yahoo.com.au
www.aaastamps.com.au

A.G.T. Devine

56 Gardner Circuit, Singleton Heights, NSW 2330
Ph: 02 6573 4209 alan.devine@devalri.com

www.devalri.com

Robert D. Andersen
141 Monash Rd, Elfrﬂgindl', QLD 4121

Ph: 07 3892 7066 daleandersen@bigpond.com.au

Ace Stamp Auctions
PO Box 2076 Ellenbrook, Western Australia, 6069

(08) 9297 3040 or email stampdealer@iinet.net

A-One Stamps - M Greive
PO 82, Edgecliffe, NSW, 2027 Ph: 02 9362 3636

mgreive@bigpond.net.au www.aonestamps.com

Peter Barrett
PO Box 5, Dover, UK CT16 1YQ Ph: 013 0482 9827

pjbchelse@aol.com www.stamo-centre.co.uk

Bexley Stamps - M. Hill
PO Box 92 Doonside, NSW 2767 Ph: 02 9920 5057

sales@bexfeystamps.com.au www.bexleystamps.com.au

Blue Owls Stamps - Jude Koch
9 Yarra Street, Suite 1207 (12th Floor, Suite 07)
South Yarra Vic 3141 Ph: 03 9826 1202

Jjude@blueowlsstamps.com.au www.blueowlsstamps.com.au

Grant Carter
PO Box 16, Northcote, VIC 3020 Ph: 03 94802193

Alf Clark
POBox 53, Box Hilf, VIC3128 Ph: 03 9808 9717

John Cornelius
PO Box 23, Magill, 5A, 5072

joda99@bigpond.net.au

Ken Cowden
PO Box 108, Bateman’s Bay, NSW 2536
Ph: 02 4472 5231 Kenbetty@bordernet.com.au

Edenzac Stamps: Tim Papadopoulos
Ph: 03 9791 7733 edenzac@optushome.com.au

Edlins of Canberra
Fddie ) Cummings GPO Bax 289, Canberra, ACT 2601
Ph: 02 6248 7859 ediins@tpgi.com.ou
www.edlins.com.qu

Falcon Stamps
PO Bax 571, Milsons Point, NSW, 1565
Ph: 0292991300 rwaugh@bigpond.net.au

Gold Coast Stamp Traders
Glyn Fairbairn PO Box 275, Currumbin, QLD 4223
Ph: 07 5533 9582

www.goldcoststamptraders.com.au salesi@
goldcoastsamptraders.com.au

Stephen Joe
GPO Box 302, Suva, Fiji Ph: 6793319183
stephenji@connect.com.fj

John Hurtado/KGV Collector
PO Box 40, Russell Island, QLD 4184

kgv_stamps@live.com.au
http://australiankgvusedstamps.blogspot.com

Kennedy Stamps P/L
Suite 706a, 250 Pitt 5t, Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: +612 92646168 Fax: +612 92645969
stamps@kennedystamps.com.
www.kennedystamps.com.au

Dr William L. Mayo (Booklets)
Ph: 02 9918 6825 mayoinavalon@yahoo.com.au

Kevin Morgan Stamps & Coins
PO Box 1290, Upwey, Vic 3158
Ph:0425 795 693 kevinmorgan2@live.com

www.kevinmorgan.com.au

Maree Nieuwenhuizen
PO BOX 457, Bayswater, VIC3153

Ph: 03 9762 1848 maree@mpnstamps.com

Join today, membership 1s free! No fees for the first 12
months, open to all traders in collectables,
part-time or full-time.

Mike Lee
7 Colbury Rd, Bayswater Nth, VIC3153
Ph: 03 9729 5855 miphilatelics@bigpond.com

P & D Nicholls
PO Box 172, Glenbrook, NSW 2773
Ph: 02 4739 6184 panddnicholls@bigpond.com

Pacific Coast Philatelics

Owen Pennells, PO Box 3343, Bundaberg, QLD, 4670
Ph:0427 551207

Ray Pinniger
PO Box 9008, Scoresby, VIC3179
Ph: 03 9753 3520 bevvyc@optusnet.com.au

Chris Snelling Stamps
PO Box 121, Kotara Fair, NSW 2289
Ph: 02 4952 8205 orcstamp@bigpond.net.au
www.orchidstamps.com

Glen Stephens

4 The Tor Walk, Castlecrag, NSW 2068
PH: 02 9958 1333

glen@glenstephens.com www.glenstephens.com
Sydney Philatelics
Groeme Fudge

PO Box 122, Milton, NSW 2538 Ph: 02 4455 4011
info@sydphil.com www.stampsaustralia.com.au

Lyndsay Tooley
PO Bax 441, Norfolk Is. NSW 2899

Ph: 06 7232 3778 stamps@ninet.nf

Con Vayanos

64/3030 The Boulevard, Emerald Lakes, Carrara,
QLD, 4211 Ph:07 55781744

convayanos@hotmail.com

ACTS

PO Box 1290
Upwey, VIC 3158




