CHAPTER V.—continued.

THE 1867 PRINTINGS OF THE ONE PENNY, TWO PENCE, AND SIX PENCE.

On the 4th May, 1866, the stock of stamps then in the Treasury was transferred to
the Post Office. It consisted of :—

One penny . 5 . 720,480
Two pence . . . 712,800
Three pence . . . 91,200
Six pence s : . 335,280
One shilling . 3 . 164,400
Registered . ;5 . 192,000

In a letter to the Colonial Secretary, dated 22nd September, 1863, the Government
printer, referring to the necessity for increased accommodation, stated : ““ The Postage
Stamps are also an addition to the work of the office, which has not been provided for.
Owing to a want of room to place the materials in when purchased, I have been com-
pelled to employ Mr. Ham to print the Postage Stamps, and an additional expense is
thus incurred in having a person placed at his establishment to overlook the printing.
. . . I would suggest that the room at present occupied as a ruling room be set apart
for the printing of the Postage Stamps, and that the necessary printing materials be
purchased.”

In 2e “ Report on Engraving and Lithographing probably required during the
year 1864, the Government printer urged upon the Colonial Secretary * the necessity
of forming, as early as possible, a Government Engraving and Lithographic Branch,
charged with the duty of expeditiously and economically executing the whole of the
work required by the Department.” The estimate for Postage Stamps expenditure
for 1864 was £200.

Again referring to the desirability of establishing a separate lithographic and
engraving branch, Mr. Belbridge wrote (12th September, 1864): “ At the present
time the whole of the Lithographic work is executed in this office ; the contractor
enjoying all the advantages accruing therefrom in the way of office-room, lighting, and
mechanical assistance when required. So that I may say with truth that I have all
the anxiety connected with carrying out the work, while the contractor has all the
profits.” He then proceeded strongly to recommend the immediate formation of the
new branch, and continued : “ To accomplish this object, I propose that the presses
and part of the material belonging to Messrs. Ham & Co. be purchased, and also that
the presses at the Surveyor-General’s Office * be transferred to this office. With these
combined, I should be in a position to perform the whole of the engraving and lith-
ography required by the Government.”

* In their Report, page 36, the Qi land Ref List Committee suggest that the B.
perforating machine may have been included in the plant transferred from the Surveyor-General’s
office.
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On the 22nd September, 1866, the Government printer prepared an estimate of
the cost of the proposed new branch, and on the 27th of the same month Mr. Thomas
Ham was appointed Chief Engraver and Lithographer, and his partner, Mr. William
Knight, Assistant Engraver. The new branch thus formed was attached to the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and was under the ministerial control of the Colonial Secretary.

The stock of stamps transferred from the Treasury lasted throughout the rest of
1866, and in January, 1867, the Post Office sent a requisition for 2000 sheets of 1d.,
4000 sheets of 2d., and 2000 sheets of 6d. stamps. This was the estimated supply
for the ensuing year.

There were printed from the 30th March to the 25th July, 966,720 of the 2d. ;
from the 3rd July to the 27th September, 495,600 of the 6d. ; and from the 9th August
to the 9th December, 1867, 512,640 of the 1d. The first instalments of these print-
ings were supplied to the Post Office on the 30th March, 8th July and 9th August
respectively.

There is no record of the paper used for these printings, but, from examination of
a large number of stamps on the original letters, I find that the plain unwatermarked
paper was used. The 1d. was in vermilion, the 2d. in shades of blue, and the 6d. in
yellowish-green and green. White gum was used. The perforation was 13, mainly
large round holes, in addition to which all three values are known with perforation
124 % 13, mainly large round holes, the 6d.* being in the yellowish-green shade.
Judging by their rarity, only a limited number of sheets received the compound per-
foration.

The line variety of the 2d., as described on page 101, also oceurs in these issues.

A horizontal pair of the 2d., perforated 13 all round, is known imperforate between.

As mentioned on page 100, the background to the head is much clearer in
these issues than in the earlier printings. This may be due to cleaning of the
plates, but the same result might be obtained by the use of a more heavily sized
paper.

The 3d. brown, and the 1s. grey, printed on the unwatermarked paper, have been
catalogued or recorded with the large round hole perforation. The former was listed
for the first time in Messrs. Stanley Gibbons’ Catalogue, Part 1., 1920, while the latter
was chronicled in the Australian Philatelist, Vol. VII., page 87. As the only printings
of these values on unwatermarked paper were made in 1863, it is obvious that they
should not be classed with the 1867 printings. No doubt the stamps in question
happened to be perforated by that part of the line of the A machine which had the
larger pins.

A pair of the 6d. yellow-green is chronicled in the Australian Philatelist, Vol. XXV.,
page 167, as * perforated 13 clean-cut round holes horizontally by rough perforation
vertically.” This pair would be from the 1867 printing, the vertical perforations having
been done by a section of the line in the A machine, in which the original pins had not
been replaced.

As has been stated, no proofs were preserved of the lithographed 4d. and 5s.,
and in the case of the 1d., 2d., and 6d., proofs seem to have been unnecessary.
The practice of retaining proof impressions may be said to have begun with the Stamp
Duty series issued on 1st November, 1866, proofs of which are described in Chapter IX.

The printings of the 1d., 2d., and 6d., described in this chapter, are properly a
re-issue of these values on the unwatermarked paper, the difference in the quality of
the perforation given by the A machine being only of interest to specialists.

* Collection of Mr. T. W. Hall.



CHAPTER VI

THE TRUNCATED STAR WATERMARKED SERIES, 1868-74.

WE have considered it advisable to depart somewhat from a strict chronological
arrangement of the issues, in order to group together the whole series of stamps printed
upon the truncated star paper in the one chapter. This will avoid unnecessary
repetition in the description of the paper, and preserve a certain uniformity of classi-
fication of the series, which can only be effected by grouping the papers, as the design
of the stamps themselves in this and the following group is the same.

On the 13th June, 1867, an order was sent to England, upon the Government
lithographer’s requisition, for a supply of paper specially designed for the printing of
Treasury notes. The patterns given consisted (Ist) of the date 1867, with * Queens-
land ”* in an arch above and * Treasury Note "’ below ; and (2nd) “* Queensland ™ in
an arch above “ Treasury Note ” in two straight lines. Four truncated stars were
placed at each side of the words * Treasury Note.” The whole watermark was of a
size to fit the printed note, which was about the size and shape of an ordinary bank
note. I have been unable to ascertain whether paper was ever manufactured in aceord-
ance with the design supplied, as the Treasury notes were all recalled about 1868 and
destroyed.

The Government lithographer does not remember any exact details about the
papers employed for printing the notes, beyond the fact that various papers were used
from time to time, and that paper originally intended for the postage stamps was
adopted for the Treasury notes, and vice versa.

However, some remnants of paper bearing the watermarked word ** Queensland ™
in single-line capitals, four times repeated, and a number of truncated stars, placed at
equal distances in straight rows throughout the sheet, exist in the possesssion of the
officer in charge of the Government securities. This paper is known by the tradi-
tional title of * Note Paper,” and was, presumably, supplied for the printing of
Treasury notes. A specimen overprinted sheet of 1d. stamps, printed on this paper,
is now [1892] in the Post Office.

No doubt this complete sheet of the truncated star paper inspired the description
given in Stanley Gibbons’ Monthly Journal, Vol. V., page 37, which is reproduced
in modified form, together with additional matter in the Report of the Queensland
Reference List Committee, page 11.

The entire watermark consisted of 240 truncated stars, 11 mm. in diameter, arranged
in twenty horizontal rows of twelve with the word QUEENSLAND in single line Roman
capitals, 17 % 165 mm., four times horizontally in the sheet. The watermarks have
no outline frame, nor are there any marginal inscriptions. The paper itself is a medium
greyish wove. Single copies show a more or less complete truncated star, or a part of
the lettering, or portions of both star and lettering according to the position in the sheet.

(IMlustration IV.)
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A requisition for 2d. stamps was made in March, 1868, as follows :—

“ GENERAL Post OFFICE,
““ BrISBANE, 18th March, 1868.

* Sir,—I have the honour, by the direction of the Honourable the Postmaster-
General, to request that you will cause to be struck off and furnished to this depart-
ment, nine hundred and sixty thousand twopenny stamps (4,000 sheets) and that a
portion of them may be supplied by the beginning of next month (April).

“1 have, ete.,
“T. E. SALisBURY,
*“ Chief Clerk.
* The Government Printer.”

The Government printer returned the requisition with the following memo. :—

*“ As proper watermarked paper has been ordered from England and is expected
to arrive in the course of four months, will the Honourable the Postmaster-General be
kind enough to inform me whether 1,000 sheets will be sufficient, pending the arrival
of the paper above alluded to ¢ The stamps will be printed on paper as per specimen
submitted this morning.

“J.B. 20:3:68.”

To this memorandum, the reply was made that 1,000 sheets would scarcely be
sufficient for the four months, but they could be furnished, and, if any more were
required before the paper was received from England, a further requisition would be
made.

In the Government Printer’s Record Book of Stamps printed a page is set apart
for the printings of the 2d. between the 3rd April and 25th August, 1868. This page
is headed “* Watermarked Note Paper ” and the numbers entered are 240,000 from 3rd
April to 13th June, and 362,400 from 13th June to 25th August, 1868. Part of the
first printing was issued to the Post Office on the 3rd April. No other denominations
are entered on this page as having been printed or issued. The next page, recording
printings of 1d., 2d., and 6d., is headed *“ New Watermarked Paper.” This, without
doubt, was the Crown Q paper. I have seen a specimen of the 2d., with truncated
star, used on the 10th August, 1868, and as the first printing of that value on the new
paper is entered on the 10th November of that year, there can be no doubt that the
“ Watermarked Note Paper” was that with the truncated star.

Oceania * assigns the date 1868 to both the 1d. and 2d. on this paper, but the lower
value was not printed on the truncated star paper until after 1870. No requisition
was made for this value and no printing performed until November, 1868, and then
the new paper was used.

The first supply of the 2d. was in a pale clear blue, but blue shades also occur in
the early printings, as a copy is known postmarked 1st September, 1868, These stamps
were perforated 13 by the A machine giving mainly large round holes, and white gum
was used.

No more of the truncated star paper was employed until January, 1871, when
it was again decided to make use of that paper for printing postage stamps.

The printings of the 2d. as given above were from Plate I. which continued in

* ¢“The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, and Post Cards of Australia and the British Colonies
of Oceania,” compiled and published by the Philatelic Society. London, 1887,
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use until replaced by a second plate. The circumstances attending Plate I1. will now
be discussed.

In response to an order from the Queensland Government, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon
& Co. supplied a second plate of the 2d. This plate,* which was shipped from London
on the 26th August, 1872, would be received in Brisbane towards the end of that year.
Mr. Basset Hull was unable to find any reference as to when the plate was first
brought into use, but it is probable that it was printed from soon after its arrival.

Large blocks f from the left upper corner of the sheets of Plates I. and 1L, the
former having the SPECIMEN overprint, are illustrated, Plates XX. and XXI. respec-
tively. On examination slight differences will be observed in the spacing of the im-
pressions, but the left lower block of four in the exhibit from Plate IT. had been detached
from the remainder and is slightly out of its correct position. In addition it will be
noticed that Plate II. has a small numeral 2, 1§ mm. high, situated 2} mm. to left
of the N.W. corner of No. 1 in the sheet. Usnally this figure is perforated off the
stamp, and so has not been noticed hitherto, but a used copy showing the numeral in
the left upper margin is in the collection of His Majesty the King. (Enlarged Illus-
tration XXI. (b).)

When the members of the Queensland Reference List Committee were discussing
the question of the two plates of the 2d., an endeavour was made to find some means
of distinguishing individual copies printed from Plate II. The discovery was made
by Mr. J. H. Chapman when testing certain marks for distinguishing the two plates,
which had been suggested by a collector in Australia. These marks were found to be
of no value, but in checking them with an accumulation of copies of the 2d. on the
truncated star and Crown Q papers, it was found that the great majority of specimens
of a date subsequent to the receipt of Plate II. showed a dot, which is frequently in-
distinct or smudged, close outside the left limb of the v of QuEEN about § mm. from
the top of that letter.

Further flaws were found by Mr. Chapman in later investigations, and the following
is a summary of the marks for identifying stamps printed from Plate II. (Enlarged*
illustrations, 2d. Plates I. and I1., are given on Plate XV. (d) and (¢).)

(a) The U dot described above.

Considering the two lower curls of the right arabesque :—

(b) A minute dot about 3 mm. above the end of the hook which projects from the

bottom of the lower curl.

(¢) A minute dot in the oval band almost touching the central oval, and opposite

the centre of the upper of the two curls.

(d) A minute dot in the oval band, almost touching the central oval a little above

the centre of the lower curl.

(¢) A minute dot, usually blurred and indistinct, just below the lower curl and a

little to the right of the centre of the curl.

None of these marks are found in stamps printed from Plate 1.

Although all are not always present, one or more of these flaws will usually be
found in stamps printed from Plate II., and in this respect (b) is most persistent and is

“of the greatest assistance, (d) being the least satisfactory of the five marks. But in
combination they are of the greatest value, and may be relied on to distinguish the
printings from Plate II.

* A block of ten proof impressions bears a pencil notation: “ Before Hardening, 21-8-72.”
(INustration XV.a(m)). Collection of Mr. R. B. Yardley.
1 Collection of J. H. Chapman.
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A feature of these flaws is that, although they do not always show in the issued
stamps printed from Plate 1L, yet as a rule they show clearly in the reprints made in
1895. It is evident that the flaws originated in the transfer roller used for laying down
the impressions on the plate,* and that one of the dies on the roller had slight defects ;
and it seems probable that when taking up the impression from the die of the 2d., the
roller may have picked up particles of metal which adhered to it, and so caused flaws
in each ensuing transfer. These flaws would be represented by shallow dents in the
plate, and, in printing, the operation of wiping the plate would tend to remove the
ink from these shallows, and in some cases might remove it altogether. In the 1895
reprints the general characteristics are heavy inking and insufficient wiping, and
thus we would expect the shallows to print more distinctly.

In addition to the five marks for identifying the 2d. Plate IL., it will be noticed
that the line of shading inside the central pearl of the right arabesque is more pro-
nounced than in Plate 1. This difference, which is not easy to deseribe in words, will
be seen in the illustrations referred to.

About the end of 1870, the Lithographic Branch was severed from the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and erected into a separate department under the control of the
Colonial Treasurer. The Government printer remained under the Colonial Secretary.
All subsequent requisitions were made to the new department, but as all records of this
department were destroyed about 1880, we have nothing but the record book of the
Accountant of Stamps, Post Office, to show the approximate dates on which the several
denominations of stamps were printed.

The first printings of the 1d., issued to the Post Office after the first supply of the
new paper had been accounted for, were entered between 18th and 27th January,
1871. At the same time a supply of the 2d. was issued, and the 3d. followed on the
27th February. A proof sheet of the 3d. in a pale greenish brown, dated 13-2-T1,
is in the Government Engraver’s Specimen Book. Large supplies of the two lower
values were issued during 1871, amounting to 606,480 1d. and 975,360 2d.; 292,080
of the 3d. were issued from the 27th February to the 13th July inclusive ; 72,000 of
the 6d. were printed between the 10th and 24th November, 1871. These printings we
believe to be the first of the respective values on the truncated star paper. We have
seen the 3d. used on the 19th September, 1871.

Between the 29th January, 1872, and 19th October, 1874, when the use of the
truncated star paper was discontinued,} the following numbers of the four lower
values were printed :—

One penny . - . 2,544,000
Two pence < - . 4,440,000
Three pence . : . 432,000
Six pence z 3 . 356,000

The shades of colour vary slightly from the printings on other papers, the difference
being most marked in the 3d. and 1s. The 1d. was in vermilion, varying somewhat
in shade, and is frequently found chemically discoloured.

The 2d. was printed from Plate I. in blue and greenish blue, and possibly in pale
blue also, as this shade is known perforated by a new machine obtained in 1874. Later
printings were from Plate II. in blue, bright blue, and deep blue. It would also seem

* A brief account of the Perkins-Bacon process of manufacturing steel plates is given in the
New South Wales volume, page 200.

T Evidently it was not exhausted, because the truncated star paper was used for the 1895
reprints.
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that there was a limited printing in light blue from Plate II. The few copies known
are identical in shade and impression with a subsequent printing,* described in the
next Chapter, and thus the light blue stamps may have been in the last printing on the
truncated star paper.

The 6d. was in shades of light yellow-green, yellow-green, bluish-green, and full
green, the latter being in the later printings.

These early printings of the 3d. occur in many shades, which may be classed under
olive-brown and greenish-brown. Evidently the green and brown pigments used were
incompatible, as specimens have been seen in which the brown pigment is practically
absent, while in others it shows irregularly in various parts of the design.t Later the
colour was changed to a most distinctive rich brown, only employed in printings on the
truncated star paper. A copy of the 3d. rich brown is known on a cover with a London
paid postmark, 30th September, 1873, the Queensland mark being illegible, and thus
the change of shade was made in July, 1873, or earlier. The retouched variety de-
seribed in Chapter I1. may also be found in these printings.

The next denomination to be printed was the Is., of which 24,000 were struck off
on the 13th November, 1872. The colour of this printing was quite a new shade, and
varied from fawn to an unpleasant looking olive-grey, which shades may be taken as
extremes. No doubt this was another case of incompatible pigments.¥ Proofs were
struck in a brighter shade, more approaching a pale plum colour, but the stamps
printed for use were of a very inferior colour. A second printing of 24,000 1s. was made
on the 19th February, 1874, in a rich deep mauve.

All the above denominations and shades received the perforation 13 mainly large
round holes given by the A machine. White gum was used.

On 2nd January, 1874, a new perforating machine (C) was obtained, but it does
not seem to have been largely used for the issues on truncated star paper, most of its
work in 1874 being the perforating of the Stamp Duty fiscals. It was a single
line treadle machine, manufactured by Messrs. Hughes & Kimber of London, which
gave large round holes with a fairly regular gauge of 12 to 12}. Details of the C machine
will be found in the Report of the Queensland Reference List Committee, page 47
(Ilustrations IX. (k) and XI.)

The first known occasion of the use of this machine was for the second printing
of the 1s., that of February, 1874, when, judging from the relative scarcity of copies
perforated 13 or 12, it would appear that about half the printing was perforated 12
by the C machine. The 1d. vermilion, 2d. blue (Plate IL) i, 2d. deep blue (Plate I1.),
3d. greenish-brown §, 3d. rich brown, 6d. bluish-green, and the 6d. full green are also
found with this perforation.

The € machine was also used in conjunction with the A machine, producing a per-
foration 12 x 13 or 13 X 12. The 1d. vermilion, 2d. deep blue (Plate II.), and the 3d.
greenish-brown || are known with both varietics of the compound perforation. A
specimen of the 2d. blue (Plate II.) ¥ has been seen with perforation 13 x 12. A
copy of the 2d. deep blue (Plate I1.), perforated 13 x 12, is known dated 20th March,
1874. Although catalogued, no specimen of the 3d. rich brown has been seen or traced
with the compound perforation.

* The 2d. light blue on Crown Q paper with perforation 12.

1 The question of the incompatible pigments used for the 3d. and Is. is referred to in the
New South Wales volume, page 167, when discussing the shades of the 6d. Diadem series.

i Collection of Captain C. W. G. Crawford. § Collection of His Majesty the King.

|| Ibid. 4 Collection of Mr. J. H. Chapman.
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In addition to the above a few copies of the 2d. pale blue (Plate 1.) * are known
perforated 12 or 12  13. These varieties are now chronicled for the first time. They
were evidently from sheets which had been perforated some considerable time after
they were printed.

The 3d. greenish brown perforated 12 or 12 X 13 compound is of very considerable
rarity, while the 3d. rich brown perforated 12, and the 1d. vermilion with compound
perforation are seldom met with.

Copies of the 1d. vermilion have been seen or reported with large margins and
apparently imperforate. The 2d. deep blue is chronicled in imperforate condition
in the London P hilatelist, Vol. XXV., page 124.

A horizontal pair of the 2d. pale blue, printed from Plate 1., is known showing the
line variety described on page 101. (Illustration XXVI.)

PROOFS.

The following colour proofs are those recorded by Mr. Basset Hull.
On slightly yellowish wove unwatermarked paper of thin to medium thickness,
and of a rather rough texture. Imperforate. No gum.
3d. Pale greenish brown R . . . (13 Feb., 1871).
1s. Pale plum - A & 2 3 . (1872).

SPECIMEN STAMPS.

The following have been seen with the overprint SPECIMEN in sans-serif capitals,
24 % 21 mm., applied diagonally with a hand stamp as described on pagey 102. The
are all perforated 13 by the A machine.

1d. Vermilion (shades) . 2 . : . (blue).

2d. Pale blue, blue (Plate 1.) . . . . (black).

3d. Olive brown . : : : : . (blue).

3d. Greenish-brown . 3 3 . (blue).

6d. Light vellow-green, yellow-green . : . (black).

1s. Fawn v . : v 3 2 . (blue).

1s. Olive grey - s 5 . : . (blue) (black).
1s. Deep mauve . . ; - 3 . (blue).

REPRINTS.

In 1895 reprints were made on the truncated star paper as follows :—
Perforated 13 by the A machine :
1d. Orange-red, brownish-orange.
2d. Dull deep blue, bright blue (Plate 11.).
3d. Brown.
6d. Grass green (pale to deep).
1s. Reddish-lilac, dull mauve, mauve.
Perforated 12 by the C machine :
Registered, Deep yellow.
Note.—With the exception of the 1s. dull mauve, all the above have been seen
with the black ring cancellation, 10 mm. in diameter.
The 2d. dull deep blue and the 1s. dull mauve are known overprinted CANCELLED
in sans-serif capitals. These are probably from printers’ trial sheets.

* Collection cf His Majesty the King.
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The general characteristic of these reprints is the heavy inking, which is noticeable
in the lined background on which the Queen’s head rests, and the smudges of colour
between the impressions caused by inefficient wiping of the plate ; moreover, the lined
background is more blurred than in the originals, and it sometimes appears almost
solid.

The colours of the 1d., 3d., and the mauve shades of the 1s. are quite unlike the
stamps as issued. The shades of the 2d., 6d., and the 1s., reddish mauve, are somewhat
similar to the originals.

The 13 perforation is from a very late state of the A machine, and is much
rougher than in the originals, scarcely any discs of paper being removed. The gum is
white, that of the originals frequently showing a brownish tinge due to age.

The Registered stamp is easily identified by the watermark, as it was never
issued for use on the truncated star paper. This was referred to in Chapter IV., but the
variety is also included here so as to complete the list of the reprints on the truncated
star paper.

A horizontal strip of the 2d., deep dull blue [reprint], with left marginal paper,
is known with the vertical line of perforation between the fifth and sixth stamps omitted.



CHAPTER VII.
THE CROWN Q WATERMARKED SERIES OF 1868-79.

A. Tue VALUES oTHER THAN THE Four PENCE.

1 BAVE no record of the original order for new paper bearing the Crown over Q
watermark, but the Government printer’s mention of new paper in his memo of the
20th March, 1868 (p. 120) evidently referred to a supply bearing this watermark. The
order had been given to Messrs. De La Rue & Co., of London, whose invoice was dated
21st May, 1868. The paper supplied was a medium greyish wove, with 240 Crown Q
watermarks designed to fit the impressions from the steel plates.

A detailed description of this paper is given in the Report of the Queensland
Reference List Committee (p. 12) where, in view of a later paper supplied by the same
firm in which the Crown Q watermark is slightly different, it is styled the ** Crown Q
(1st type) paper.” The first type Crown Q watermark may be distinguished as fol-
lows. (Illustration I. (d)) -—

1. The height from the top of the Crown to the lower curve of the Q is 18 mm.

2. The central compartment of the Crown is wedge-shaped with the point down-
wards.

3. The lower outline of the tail is the only one to cross the body of the Q.

The paper was shipped in the s.s. Westbury which arrived at Brisbane on the 17th
September, 1868. The first supply issued to the Government printer, on 3rd November,
1868, consisted of two books ;  these were followed by three books on the 19th November,
1868 ; and one book on the 31st March, 1869.

This paper was packed in four cases. No. 1, which also contained Stamp Duty
paper, was issued as already mentioned ; No. 2, containing 26 books of 500 sheets each,
was issued between April, 1869, and May, 1870; and No. 3, containing 24 books of
500 sheets and one book of 308 sheets, was issued between 30th October, 1874, and
2nd June, 1875. This consignment of postage stamp paper amounted to 28,308 sheets.*

As narrated in the preceding chapter, the Government printer’s record book of
stamps printed opens a new folio on the 10th November, 1868, headed ** New Water-
marked Paper.” The first printings of the respective values entered on this page are :—

One penny . - : . 20th November, 1868.
Two pence . : : . 10th November, 1868.
Six pence v . : . 9th April, 1869.

* From a consideration of the large printings made from 1875 onwards, it is evident that a
further supply of this paper must have been forwarded. Mr. Basset Hull does not give the contents
of the fourth case ; this probably contained pigments, etc., used in printing.

(126)
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The total numbers printed between the 10th November, 1868, and 17th November,
1870, when a return was made to the truncated star paper were: 1d., 1,774,520; 2d.,
1,928,000 ; and 6d., 1,095,400.*

The 1d. was in shades of vermilion ; the 2d. was printed from Plate . in pale blue,
chalky blue and blue ; and the 6d. was in full green and bluish-green, followed by
chalky green and green. The first supplies of the 2d. and 6d. were in the pale blue
and the full green respectively. A copy of the 6d., chalky green, is known postmarked
22nd March, 1870. White gum was used in these and all later printings on the Crown
Q paper ; it sometimes has a brownish tinge, due to age.

All the above were perforated 13, mainly large round holes, by the A machine, a
few of the rough small holes still showing occasionally. (Illustration IX. (f).)

In 1869 (?) the B machine was again brought into use presumably to relieve the
pressure of work on the A machine caused by the large printings of the 1d. and 2d.
The 1d. dull vermilion, and the 2d. (Plate I.) in pale blue T and blue, are known with
the compound perforation 12} X 13 ; while the 2d. blue (Plate 1.) is known perforated
12} all round. This latter variety, hitherto uncatalogued, has been seen in a used
horizontal strip of four { and a few single copies. To enable the B machine to do the
vertical 12} perforations, the sheets of stamps would have to be divided, and possibly
this variety may have come from parts of spoiled sheets, which had been retained for
use.

As stated above, printings on the truncated star paper were resumed after Novem-
ber, 1870, and that paper continued in use for the next four years, the period indicated
being noteworthy for the bringing into use of Plate 1I. of the 2d. and the introduction
of the 12 perforation given by the C machine.

On the return to the Crown Q paper further printings were made on the following
dates :(—

One penny . > . 4th November, 1874.
Two pence . i . 4th November, 1874.
Three pence . . . 11th June, 1875.

Six pence . 5 . 1st January, 1875.
One shilling . ; . 5th March, 1875.

These printings of the 3d. and 1s. were the first of those values on the Crown Q
paper.

Several millions of the two lower values were printed, but as they were subsequently
supplied together with the electrotyped stamps of the same values, the exact numbers
cannot be given. Of the 3d. 180,000 were printed between 11th June, 1875, and 31st
December, 1877.  Of the 6d., 872,000 were printed between 1st January, 1875, and
20th November, 1879, but this figure includes 24,000 printed on unwatermarked paper
which are dealt with in the next chapter. Of the 1s. 192,000 were printed between
5th March, 1875, and 27th February, 1878.

Unless otherwise stated, these issues are found with the two perforations, 13 mainly

* From the above it will be seen that 16,000 sheets of Crown Q paper, equivalent to
3,840,000 stamps, were printed prior to the return to the truncated star paper. The figures
given by Mr. Basset Hull, however, account for 4,797,920 stamps, a surplus of 957,920. It cannot
be stated where or how the error arose, but an examination of the quantities of the 1867 and later
printings shows that the 1,095,400 given for the Gd. is excessive; and that the difference,
137,480, obtained by deducting the above surplus, is a reasonable estimate for this printing.

1 Collection of Captain C. W. G. Crawford. i Collection of Mr. J. H. Chapman.
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large round holes by the A machine, or 12 large round holes by the C machine. The
former machine does not seem to have been much used after 1875, and thus the later
printings are only found with perforation 12. (Illustration IX. (k).)

The colour of the 1d. was at first rose-red (shades) and rose, but in 1875 it was
changed to orange-vermilion (shades) quite unlike any previous printing. The rose
and orange-vermilion shades are only found with perforation 12.

The 2d. was printed from Plate II. in blue (shades) and deep blue. Further
printings from Plate II. in light blue, dull blue, and dark Prussian blue, are only found
perforated 12 by the C machine. The light blue is thought to be from an early
printing after the truncated star paper had been finally discontinued as the shade is
identical with a later printing on that paper (see page 123). From an examination of
a considerable number of 2d. stamps with perforation 12, it is reasonably certain that
none of the stamps printed from Plate I. received that perforation. This could only
happen by reason of Plate I. being used after the receipt of the C machine, or by sheets
from Plate 1. receiving the 12 perforation some considerable time after they had
been printed. This latter point is referred to later when discussing the compound
perforations.

The 3d. was in shades of brown, the variations in which are more noticeable in the
stamps perforated 12. The retouched variety described in Chapter II. may also be
looked for in these printings.

The 6d. was printed in green. Further printings in deep yellowish-green, light
yellow-green (shades), and pale bluish-green, are only found with the 12 per-
foration.

The 1s. was printed in violet, mauve, and reddish mauve, the reddish mauve shade
only coming with perforation 12. Owing to the scarcity of the 1s. with perforation
13, it is evident that most of them were perforated by the C machine.

Many of the Is. stamps in reddish mauve have the appearance of having been
produced by lithography, the lettering being more or less blurred and the background
solid. These stamps were, however, printed from the steel engraved plates, the defective
prints being largely due to an inferior pigment.

With two single line perforating machines in general use, it is to be expected that
compound perforations might oceur. The following have been seen :—

One penny, vermilion, rose.*
Two pence (Plate I1.) blue f, deep blue.
Six pence, full green, pale bluish-green.*®

Of these, the 1d. vermilion is perforated 13 X 120r 12 X 13; the 1d. rose is perforated
13 at top and 12 on the other three sides; the 2d. deep blue is perforated 12 x 13 ;
and the others are perforated 13 x 12. A copy of the 2d. deep blue is also known
perforated 13 on the right side, and 12 on the other three sides.

In addition to these, the collection of His Majesty the King contains the only
example seen of the 2d. blue (Plate I.) perforated 13 x 12. This stamp appears to
have come from old stock, which had the perforation completed by the C machine,
and this probably applies also to the 1d. vermilion and the 6d. full green men-
tioned above. These varieties with compound perforation were probably issued
in 1875.

The following abnormal perforation varieties are known or have been reported :—

* Collection of Mr. J. H. Chapman.  Collection of Mr. T. W. Hall.
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A. The series perforated 13, mainly large round holes.

(1) Imperforate.
1d. vermilion,* 6d. chalky green.}

Mr. Basset Hull records the 2d. blue in this condition, but a satisfactory
example of this variety was not seen by the Queensland Reference List
Committee.
(2) Vertical pair, imperforate between.
2d. pale blue, 2d. deep blue.

The former shade is chronicled in Stanley Gibbons’ Monthly Journal, Vol. XIII.,
page 101, where mention is also made of the deep blue variety in a vertical
strip of three. A vertical pair in deep blue is chronicled in the Australian
Philatelist, Vol. XXV., page 167. Neither of these varieties has been seen.
They would be Plate 1. and Plate II. respectively.

B. The series perforated 12, large round holes.

(1) Horizontal pair, imperforate between.

1d. orange-vermilion,{ 2d. blue (Plate II.).1
(2) Vertical pair, imperforate between.

1d. orange-vermilion,* 2d. blue (Plate II.).1.

In addition to these, the 1d. rose-red is known in a vertical pair imperforate
between, and apparently imperforate at top and bottom.] A vertical pair
of the 1s. reddish-mauve is known imperforate between and imperforate at
top and bottom, the only example seen bearing a fiscal cancellation.

A copy of the 6d. light yellow-green § has been seen apparently imperforate, with
large margins at top, bottom, and right.

Blocks of four, etc., are known of the 1d. orange-vermilion and the 6d. pale yellow-
green in imperforate condition. In the absence of postally-used copies the status of
these stamps is doubtful and they are probably from surplus sheets which had not
been perforated. The impression of the 1d. shows distinct signs of wear of the plate.

The 1d. vermilion with perforation 13, and the 1s. violet perforated 12, are known
with double perforation.

Many examples of these issues are known with the Crown Q watermark inverted.
These are chiefly of the two lower values with perforation 13 or 12.

The line variety of the 2d., deseribed on page 101, should also be found in the
printings from Plate I. on the Crown Q paper.

A number of minor flaws can be found in the 1d. and 2d. These were probably
due to worn plates, combined with smudgy prints, the latter being particularly notice-
able in the 2d. (Plate I1.). None of these are of much importance.

It is not out of place to mention two curiosities which were in the Ferrari
collection. They were the 1d. vermilion with the colour chemically changed to yellow
and the 6d. green with a horizontal overprint * Postage ” in black, rather similar to
the issue of Natal on 23rd August, 1869, but 12 mm. long instead of 12§ mm. Both of
these were used copies on the Crown Q (Ist type) paper and perforated 13.

* Collection of Mr. J. H. Chapman. 1 Collection of the Rev. James Mursell.
i These were in the collection of the late Mr. E. H. Collins.
§ Collection of Mr. J. H. Chapman.
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Proors.

The following colour proofs, etc., have been seen. It is thought that they were
trials for the first printings of the various values when the Crown Q paper was again
brought into use in November, 1874 :—

(a) On slightly yellowish wove unwatermarked paper of thin to medium thickness,

and of rather rough texture. Imperforate. Without gum.

1d. Rose-red.

2d. Deep dull blue (Plate I1.).

2d. Deep ultramarine (Plate I1.).

3d. Brown.

6d. Green.

1s. Mauve.

1s. Reddish-mauve.

The 1s. mauve is also known with the overprint sPECIMEN (24 % 21 mm.)

in black.
(b) On porous paper. Thick brownish gum. Perforated 13.

1d. Rose-red.

3d. Brown.

3d. Olive-brown.

6d. Green.

1s. Mauve.
These bear the black ring cancellation. The 3d. brown, and 1s. mauve, are
also known without the ring, and this may apply to the other values. The
3d. olive-brown, may be a perforated example of the proof mentioned on
page 124, which is listed solely on the authority of Mr. Basset Hull.

(¢) On porous paper. Thick brownish gum. Perforated 12.
1d. rose-red.

This is known with, and without, the ring cancellation.

In the Australian Philatelist, Vol. 11., page 172, for 24th August, 1895, a corres-
pondent calls attention to the “ recent appearance of perforated proofs,” and the editor
records the series (b), as listed above, but with a 4d. value in addition, all bearing the
ring cancellation. Thus the perforated proofs appeared about the middle of 1895, and
it is probable that the gum, perforation, and cancellation were applied about that time.
They are known to have been used to complete sets of Queensland stamps for official
distribution.

SPECIMEN STAMPS.
The following have been seen with the overprint SPECIMEN in sans-serif capitals,
21 X 21 mm., applied diagonally with a hand-stamp.

(«) Perforated 13.
6d. Green (black).
(b) Perforated 12.
2d. Blue, dark prussian blue (Plate IL.) (black).

RepRINTS.

In 1895 reprints were made of all values and perforated 12 by the C machine.
White gum was used. They can be easily distinguished as they were printed on the
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Crown Q (2nd type) paper which was specially designed for electrotype printing and
was first received in the Colony in October, 1879. A detailed description of this paper
is given in the Report of the Queensland Reference List Committee, page 15, but for
the present purpose it is only necessary to give the particular points in which the Crown
Q watermark differs from that of the 1st type paper as already described in this chapter.
(IMustration 1.(e).)

1. The height from the top of the crown to the lower curve of the Q is 19 to

193 mm.

2. The sides of the central compartment of the crown are nearly parallel.

3. Both outlines of the tail cross the body of the Q.

The following is a list of the reprints, the 2d. being printed from Plate 1I. :—

1d. Pale vermilion-red, vermilion-red.

2d. Pale ultramarine, dull ultramarine, dull deep blue, slate blue.

3d. Brown, pale brown, grey-brown.

6d. Dull yellow-green. -

1s. Lilac-grey.
With the exception of the 2d. pale ultramarine, dull ultramarine and the 3d. grey-
brown, all the above have been seen with the ring cancellation in black, applied in the
centre of each block of four.

It may be mentioned that as the Crown Q (2nd type) paper was designed for sheets
of 120 stamps, part only of the steel plate was printed from and thus there is the
possibility of the retouch on the plate of the 3d. not appearing in the reprints.

This is the last occasion of the use of the Perkins, Bacon engraved steel plates. It
is understood that no further reprinting was carried out after the 1895 reprints.

In a letter from a Queensland official it is stated that * all the steel plates, together
with all the specimens, were destroyed in the presence of the Under-Secretary to the
Treasury and the Auditor General about the year 1907.”

A note in the Australian Philatelist, Vol V., page 112, says that the “ dies ” of the
obsolete Queensland stamps had been destroyed, i.e. before May, 1899. It thus appears
asif “ 1907 ” was a good many years too late. The writer of the note speaks of *“ dies,”
but he must have been referring to the plates, as no dies of the Perkins, Bacon stamps
were sent out to the Colony.




CHAPTER VII.—continued.

B. THE FOURPENCE LITHOGRAPHED (1875-79).

The last of the 4d. lilac were issued for use in December, 1874. A fresh litho-
graphic transfer was made, consisting of 120 stamps in 12 horizontal rows of 10, and
proofs were submitted in various colours. Specimens of these colour trials are in the
Post Office collection at Brishane, and are of the following colours : pale blue, rose,
lilac, reddish-brown, pale brown, orange, bottle green, light reddish-brown, greyish-
brown, yellow and lemon yellow. The last mentioned colour was marked “ Approved,
1-1-75.” It was a very sickly shade, even in proof condition, and when lithographed
on watermarked paper it presented a very faded and indistinct appearance. (Illus-
trations XXIIL. (b) and (c).)

This transfer was from the plate of the 3d., but about the year 1877 another trans-
fer was taken from Plate 1I. of the 2d., the earliest recorded date being 16th April,
1878. In each case the word THREE (or Two) was erased and rour substituted, the
word PENCE being untouched. In removing the original values from the stone the
lower part of the left arabesque was frequently damaged.

The two transfers can be easily identified as follows :—

1st Transfer (from the plate of the 3d.).

1. The lower part of the right arabesque is a plain curve without any pro-
jection on it.
2. The centre bar of the £ of PENCE is § mm. from the curve of the arabesque.

2nd Transfer (from Plate T1. of the 2d.).

1. The lower curve of the right arabesque has a hook projection towards the
E of PENCE.

2. The centre bar of the £ of PENCE is 1} mm. from the curve of the arabesque.

3. The U dot and other marks for the 2d. (Plate I1.) are sometimes present.

The two transfers are illustrated on Plate XXII. (d) and (e).

Owing to the colour of these stamps it is practically impossible to plate them,
except by working from photographs, and the task is rendered more difficult owing to
the scarcity of pairs, strips and blocks, the last being almost unobtainable. By the
aid of photographs an examination of a limited amount of material, including pairs
and strips of three, was made, The result, though not conclusive, showed that there
were probably as many types as stamps in the sheet, and that the printing stones
were not built up with transfers in small blocks or strips from an intermediate stone.
Mr. Basset Hull states that the value was separately drawn for each stamp in the
sheet, and this appears to apply to both transfers.

The first printings took place from 1st to 29th January, 1875, a total of 365,760
(3048 sheets) being printed between 1st January, 1875, and 14th March, 1879.

It will thus be seen that there were at least three printings of the 4d. of this group,
in January, 1875, from the first transfer, and in 1877 (?) and March, 1879, from the

(132)
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second transfer. Possibly these were the only printings of this value. As the electro-
typed 4d. was issued in June, 1879, it is probable that the last printing in March,
1879, was only a small one.

These issues were printed on the Crown Q (1st type) paper, the sheets of which had
to be cut to provide the smaller sheets of the 4d. White gum was used.  Asin the case
of the other values of this series the A and C machines, gauging 13 and 12 respectively,
were used, but stamps from the second transfer only received the 12 perforation
given by the C machine.

The following are the details of the shades and perforations of the 4d. :—

1st Transfer.

This is found in lemon, yellow, and yellowish-buff, perforated 13 or 12 ; also,
in orange-buff with perforation 12 only.

The 4d. is also known in dull yellow with the compound perforation 12 x 13.
It is a very rare stamp and, no doubt, only a few sheets received this
perforation. No copies are known with a genuine perforation 13 x 12,
but an example has been seen in which the 13 perforation was forged.

2nd Transfer.

This is known in dull yellow, bufi-yellow and dull chrome yellow, which are
only found with the 12 perforation.

A prominent variety, which occurs in the 1st transfer, has a 2 mm. break between
the words of value where the outer oval meets the lower frame line. Similar but
smaller breaks occur in other stamps in the sheet. The size of the lettering Four
varies considerably, and there is a variety in the 2nd transfer, in which the word is
much smaller than usual. (Illustrations XXII. (f) and (g).)

As the st Transfer was from the plate of the 3d., there is the possibility that the
retouched variety, described in Chapter 1I., page 85, may also be found. So far,
however, no specimen has been forthcoming, and there is always the chance that the
part of the steel plate containing the retouch was not utilised for the transfer.

Proors, Erc.

(@) On medium yellowish unwatermarked wove paper. Imperforate-——No gum.
(Hlustration XXII.(a).)

(i) Essays for new value (?). Transfers from the 3d. plate. The word
FOUR is in small letters close together with a wide space between the
words of value. 4d. Pale blue, yellow, rose, bottle green, pale brown.

(i1) Essays for colour. Transfers from the 3d. plate. The word rour as in
the stamps as issued. (Illustrations XXII. (b) and (c¢).) 4d. Pale
blue, rose, lilac, reddish-brown, pale brown, orange, bottle green, light
reddish-brown, greyish-brown, yellow, lemon yellow.

These are the colour trials referred to (p. 132).

(b) On porous paper. Thick brownish gum. Transfers from the 3d. plate.
(i) Imperforate.
4d. Yellow.
(ii) Perforated 12.
4d. Yellow.
The latter is known with, and without, the ring cancellation. The remarks on
page 130 as to the perforated proofs of the other values are also applicable to the 4d.






