CHAPTER I
NEW SOUTH WALES STAMPS PROVISIONALLY USED IN QUEENSLAND, 1859-60,

Prior to Separation, the stamps of New South Wales were of course used throughout
the Moreton Bay District. Pending the receipt of a supply of stamps for the use of
the new colony, the New South Wales stamps remaining on hand were permitted to
frank letters so far as they would go, and in default of such stamps a return was made
to the old system of prepayment in cash.

The Gazette of the Tth January, 1860, contained the following notice :—

“ CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE, 6th January, 1860,

“ Post OFFICE.

*“ Until a supply of stamps shall have been provided at the several Post Offices,
the proper amount of Postage must in each case be paid at the time of posting the
letters, or they will not be conveyed. Such prepayment cannot be received after
office hours.

* Letters insufficiently stamped, or not properly prepaid, if addressed to places
beyond the colony, are henceforth to be sent by the respective Postmasters to the
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, to be opened and returned in all practicable cases
to the writers.

“ By His Excellency’s command,
“R. G. W. HerBERT.”

Arrangements were then made with Major Christie, the Postmaster-General of
New South Wales, to supply Queensland with the stamps of the former colony at the
rate of 1s. 43d. per 1000 stamps, being the estimated cost of production, excluding
perforation.

In the Government Printing Office, Sydney, there is an entry as to the estimated
cost of manufacturing these stamps for Queensland, dated 16th January, 1860. Paper,
machining, and gumming, are specified, but there is no mention of perforating.

The stamps were procured from Sydney upon a requisition made by the Post-
master-General to the Treasurer, who forwarded a demand for the supply to Sydney,
together with a cheque for their cost.

The following is a specimen of requisition and order :—
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“ GENErRAL Post OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE, 3rd April, 1860.

“ Required the undermentioned Postage Stamps for the use of this Department,
viz 1—

15,600 . : . One Penny.
34,800 . 3 . Two Penny.
i B 1 LR ; . Three Penny.
20,000 . - . 8ix Penny.
“ 1,400 . g . Eight Penny.
“ 5,000 . : . One Shilling.
“ 2,000 . . . Register.

“ Total 80,000

“ ALFRED NIGHTINGALE.
“R. R. MACKENZIE.
“ Approved.
““ The Honourable
““The Treasurer, Brisbane.”

“ TREASURY, QUEENSLAND,
“ 3rd April, 1860.

“ S1r,—1I do myself the honour to enclose a requisition for a further supply of post-
age stamps for the use of this Colony, and to request that you will have the goodness
to forward them at your earliest convenience, the last supply being nearly exhausted,
in consequence of the demand being much greater than was anticipated. I also beg
to enclose a cheque for the sum of £6, being the amount of cost of the stamps, at 1s. 43d.
per thousand.

“1 have, etc.,
“R. R. Mackex~zie, Treasurer.
“ The Honourable,
“The Treasurer, Sydney.”

Upon the receipt of the first supply of stamps under the new arrangement, the
following notice was published in the Gazette of the 28th January, 1860 :—

“ CoLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE, 26th January, 1860.

“ Post OFFICE.

“ A supply of postage stamps having been received from New South Wales for
the use of this colony, and forwarded to the several District Post Offices, it is hereby
notified that the proper amount of postage stamps must hereafter be affixed to each
letter, in order to ensure its punctual delivery.

“ By His Excellency’s command,
“R. G. W. HerBErT.”
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Under the same date a further notice was published, informing the public that, as
it was necessary that all letters insufficiently prepaid, and posted for transmission
beyond the colony, should be returned to their writers, they were recommended to
avoid this delay and inconvenience by ascertaining at the several post offices whether
their extra-colonial letters bore the proper amount of postage stamps.

The last requisition to New South Wales, under the arrangement detailed above,
was dated 12th September, 1860, and ordered :—

15,600 One Penny.

20,400 Two Penny.
5,000 Six Penny.
3,000 Register (6d.).

Total 44,000

The receipt of these stamps was acknowledged on the 3rd October, 1860.
The number of each denomination supplied by New South Wales at cost of pro-
duction, and the date of each supply, are shown in the following table :—

Date. 1d. 2d. 3d. 6d. 8d. 1/- Regd.

21st Jan., 1860 7,800 8,640 240 9,800 100 600 1,200
3lst e 15,600 | 17,400 360 19,800 200 1,300 2,350
7th Mar., ., 15,600 | 17,400 - — —_ — —

11th Apr., ., 15,600 | 34,800 1,200 | 20,000 | 1,400 5,000 2,000
s JUne, 5 15,600 | 20,400 - — — —- —_
i Ny o 7.800 | 17,400 — 9,800 — - —
vo AGEH- 3 12,400 | 20,400 - 9,600 — — -

26th Sept., ,, | 15,600 | 20,400 — 5,000 — — 3,000

Total supplied {106,000 | 156,840 | 1,800 | 74,000 | 1,700 | 6,900 | 8550

The peculiar circumstances attending this use of the stamps of one colony in an-
other invest such stamps with a special interest. Instances of the use of British stamps
in some of the West Indian and other colonial possessions are recorded, but these ap-
pear to have been in most cases in conjunction with a definitive local issue, the British
stamps being used only to frank letters addressed to the United Kingdom. In the
case of Queensland, the New South Wales stamps were purchased at a price based upon
the cost of production only, and the whole of the revenue derived from their sale was
appropriated by the purchasing colony, by which they were adopted as the actual and
only stamps then issued. Such stamps, attached to letters posted in Queensland after
the 26th January, 1860, are undoubtedly entitled to be considered as distinctively
Queensland postage stamps. Consequently, 1* am of opinion that a list of these
stamps would not be out of place in a work on the postal issues of Queensland.

The period from 1st December, 1859, may also be considered, as although the
stamps in use were supplied by the New South Wales Post Office before separation,

*In this and the following chapters, statements expressed in the first person singular are
those of A. F. Basset Hull.
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yet their sale to the public provided funds for the Queensland exchequer. Also, as
will be seen from the circular of the 11th October, 1860, given in the next chapter,
Queensland postmasters were instructed that on and after the Ist November, 1860,
letters bearing New South Wales stamps were to be treated as unpaid, an exception
being made in the case of inland letters, which were allowed fourteen days’ grace. The
Registered stamp was also permitted to continue in use until further notice, and
remained in issue until January, 1861, when it was replaced by the Queensland stamp.
When the post offices were transferred, the New South Wales date stamps and
obliterations were utilised until replaced by the Queensland marks. We thus find :—

Obliterations,
(i) The usual New South Wales type—three concentric ovals with the initials
“NS.W.” in the centre. This was replaced by :—
(ii) The early Queensland type—three concentric ovals with the initials *“ Q.L.”
in the centre, the outer oval measuring 23 > 18 mm.
(iii) The number of the post office enclosed in an oval of radiating dots. This

remained unchanged, and for the period under review the post offices
retained their old numbers.

Dated Postmarks.,

(i) Town name in upper part of circle, with date in centre, and “ NSW " at
bottom. This was replaced by :—

(i) Town name in upper part of circle, with date in centre, and *“ QUEENSLAND "
at bottom,

Combined obliteration and postmark used in Brisbane.

Three concentric ovals, the outer oval measuring 21 % 14 mm., with the
centre space blank. About 1 mm. to left of the ovals is a date stamp,
“ BRISBANE ”’ above, * QUEENSLAND "’ below, and the date in the centre.
The lettering is arranged in a circle, with the upper parts of the letters
towards the centre of the circle. Owing to the size of this duplex
mark only a part shows on the stamp.

Examples of the above obliterations and cancellations are illustrated on Plate XIV.
Thus, with two exceptions to be mentioned later, the New South Wales provisionals
can only be determined by a dated cover or postmark, by the presence of the * Q.L.”
in concentric ovals, or by the ovals with the central space blank.

At the time of separation, fifteen post offices were transferred to Queensland, their
names and numbers being as follows :—

95 Brisbane. 96 Maryborough.

74 Callandoon (later Gundi- 108 Nanango (previously Burnett
windi now Goondiwindi). Inn and Goode’s Inn in

151 Condamine. 1860).

133 Dalby. 201 Rockhampton.

85 Drayton. 110 Surat.

86 Gayndah. ? Taroom.

131 Gladstone. 214 Toowoomba.

87 Ipswich. 81 Warwick.
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The number for Taroom remains to be discovered.

By the end of 1860 an additional post office, Moggill, had been opened, but this
was probably after the issue of the Queensland stamps proper.

In the Australian Philatelic Review, Vol. 11., No. 3, page 10, dates are given up to
which New South Wales date stamps were used at certain post offices : —

Brisbane, Feb., 1860 Drayton, Jan., 1861
Condamine, Deec., 1860 Ipswich, 12th Nov., 1860
Dalby, Jan., 1861 Taroom, 24th Dec., 1860

It should, however, be pointed out that the Australian Philatelist, Vol. XIX., page
22, illustrates a * Brisbane—NSW ” postmark dated “Ap. 28, 1860,” while the
earliest * Brisbane— Queensland " date recorded is given in the same journal, Vol.
XXX., page 204, as 30th April, 1860 (a misprint gives it as 1861), which fixes the
date when the change was made. No doubt the Brisbane office would be the first
to make the change, the other offices following later.

The stamps themselves are fully dealt with in the New South Wales Volumes,
and it is therefore unnecessary to describe them in detail. It will suffice to mention
that, with the exceptions mentioned later, they were all supplied without having been
perforated, although the system of perforation was introduced in New South Wales in
February, 1860.

It is a matter of considerable interest that the date of the first supply of the 2d.,
21st January, 1860, was only nine days after the second plate for that value had
been received and brought into general use at the Government Printing Office in
Sydney.  As the impressions on the plate were more regularly spaced, with a view
to perforation, it is reasonable to suppose that the early batches of sheets printed from
Plate I1. would be reserved as far as possible for perforation, and issue on 1st February,
and that the first consignment to Queensland (and possibly the next supply on 3lst.
January) may have been from old stock printed from Plate I. The 2d. stamps on
hand when separation took place were necessarily from Plate 1., but so far it has not
been possible to check this conjecture, as a sufficiently early date of use of a 2d.
printed from Plate II. has not been forthcoming.

The fact of the 2d. printed from both Plates I. and II. having been issued in
Queensland opens up the interesting fact that the retouched varieties on both plates
can be found in that condition. Irrespective of postmarks, etc., Plate I. retouches are
not distinguishable from copies used in New South Wales, but in the case of Plate II.,
imperforate stamps from which were only supplied to Queensland, a retouch at once
identifies the specimen as one of the provisionals.

The actual date when Plate II. was retouched is not known, but the damage
occurred when it had been only a few months in use, and before the 26th September,
1860, the date of the last consignment to Queensland.* In view of Plate I. having
been sent to England for repair in the same month, it seems probable that the Septem-
ber consignment of the 2d. was the only one printed from the retouched Plate I1., on
which assumption only 170 copies of each retouch existed imperforate.

The watermarks were normal, except possibly in the case of the 6d. with water-
mark 8. I have seen a copy used on a cover postmarked *“ Brisbane.”

The printings of the 6d. from August to December, 1859, were on this paper,i part
of the December printing being on the normal watermarked paper, which had been

* New South Wales, p. 215. t Ibid., p. 168,
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again brought into use. Thus it cannot be definitely stated that the 6d. stamps,
supplied on 21st January, 1860, included sheets with watermark double-lined 8, while
it appears more reasonable to suppose that the specimen above recorded may have been
from the stock of stamps handed over on 1st December, 1859. The other imperforate
watermark varieties were issued in New South Wales some years before the separation,
and if any had found their way to the Moreton Bay District the stock would certainly
have been exhausted by then.

It will be noticed that none of the 5d. were supplied, but a few copies in the hands
of the public before separation may have been subsequently used.

In the London Philatelist, Vol. XXXIII., page 204, a reference is made to the 6d.
perforated 12, with special Queensland postmark, as being more frequently come across
than any of the higher values. This is an undoubted fact, and is opposed to the
statement that all values were supplied imperforate. But it must be observed that
this statement rests on the somewhat negative evidence that since the perforation
was not paid for, therefore the stamps must have been supplied imperforate.

Owing to the number of copies seen, some explanation would seem necessary
beyond the fact that travellers may have brought them into the country, or that they
may have been enclosed in letters from New South Wales as small remittances, etec.
There is also the possibility of purchases being made over the border between the two
colonies, but the absence of perforated copies of the 1d. and 2d. seems to discount this
theory. A natural explanation is that, in fulfilling one or more of the indents for the
6d. stamps, the New South Wales authorities, without making any extra charge,
supplied a number of sheets which had been perforated, in preference to making a
special small printing for the purpose. If this actually happened, the facts would not
appear in the records, and so would escape Mr. Basset Hull’s notice. A copy of the 6d.
perforated 12 is known dated “ Brisbane, 1860,” but the month and day of the month
are illegible.

Copies of the Registered stamp, perforated 12, are also known, and may have
formed part of a consignment from Sydney, as suggested above for the perforated 6d.
Covers bearing this variety are known, dated ““ Ipswich, 1st. Oct., 1860,” and * Bris-
bane, — Dec., 1860.” A copy of the 1s.* with perforation 12, and obliterated with
“Q.L.” in ovals, is also known, but it is unlikely that perforated stamps were
included in the last consignment (5000 stamps) on 11th April, 1860.

As may be judged from the small numbers supplied, the 3d. and 8d., used pro-
visionally in Queensland, are very rare. A copy T of the former has been seen post-
marked “‘ Brisbane, Queensland, 18 Sept. 60.” The 3d. is in the bright yellow-green
shade of the stamp issued with perforation 12 in New South Wales, and is quite dif-
ferent from the imperforate yellow-green stamp issued in that colony. As it was not
issued imperforate elsewhere than in Queensland, it is essentially a Queensland stamp
and thus is in the same category as the 2d. imperforate, printed from Plate II.

SyNoPsIS.

1st December, 1859—1st November, 1860.
Diadem types of New South Wales—Watermarked double-lined numerals of
value—Imperforate.

* Collection of Mr. G. Ginger, which also contains a copy of the 1s, imperforate, postmarked
* Brisbane, Queensland 26th April 60 .
1 Collection of Mr. F. J. Robinson,
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Orange-red.

Scarlet.

. Dull blue (Plate I. with retouches).

. Dull blue (Plate 11. with retouches).

. Bright yellow-green.

. Greyish brown (watermark double lined 8).
Grey-brown.

. Grey-brown (perforated 12).

Orange.

1s. Brownish red.

1st December, 1859—dJ anuary, 1861.

The New South Wales Registered stamp—On unwatermarked paper—Imper-
forate.

PEREREEEER

(6d.) Orange and prussian blue.
(6d.) Orange and prussian blue (perforated 12).

Note—The 6d. greyish brown with watermark double-lined 8 probably formed
part of the original stock on the 1st December, 1859.

A single example of the 6d. imperforate is known in a fawn shade. This may
have come from old stock in one of the Queensland post offices.

The 6d. grey-brown and the Registered stamp with perforation 12 may have
been included in one or more consignments from New South Wales.

It seems probable that none of the old stock of the 5d. was issued in
Queensland.



CHAPTER II.
THE FIRST ISSUE OF QUEENSLAND POSTAGE STAMPS, 1860-62.

The Executive Council Minute of the 17th December, 1859 (page 2), in which
His Excellency the Governor requested to be supplied with information as to the
manner in which the New South Wales stamps were manufactured or procured, was
followed by this further Minute on the 23rd January, 1860 :—

“ Referring to previous proceedings with respect to the supply of postage stamps—
His Excellency the Governor consults the Council as to the advisability of taking early
steps for procuring the necessary dies for striking stamps for use within the colony of
Queensland of a description distinetive and peculiar to itself.

2. The Council advise that the Agents of the Colony, Messrs. Mangles and Com-
pany, be communicated with by an early opportunity and instructed to procure and
forward to the colony by the overland mail, Postage Stamps of the number and value
stated in the Appendix hereto, struck from dies bearing the Royal Effigy, with the
value of the stamps in each case, and printed in colours corresponding to those of the
postage stamps in use in England.”

1 have no copy of the Appendix referred to in the above Minute, but the following
letter contains all necessary particulars :—

“ QUEENSLAND,
“ COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE, 1st February, 1860.
** Messrs. F. Mangles & Co.,
“ Agents to the Colony of Queensland,
“ 17, Gracechurch Street, London.

“ Gentlemen, I am directed by his Excellency Governor Sir George Bowen,
to request you, as Agents for the Colony of Queensland (your appointment to which
office is forwarded by this mail), to take the necessary steps for transmitting to this
office, without delay, a supply of postage stamps according to the subjoined directions
and specifications :

“2. You are desired to use your own discretion in the selection of those persons
who may seem to you best qualified to undertake the execution of the dies, the supply
of suitable paper, the printing of the stamps, affixing the cement, and other details
connected with their complete preparation ; having due regard to economy, but re-
quiring the engraving to be carefully done, in order that the stamps may present a
handsome appearance, and that the probability of fraudulent imitation may be avoided.

“3. The Governor in Council has expressed his approval of the Effigy of Her
Majesty as engraved upon the enclosed Tasmanian Postage Stamps and I am directed
by His Excellency to request that you will cause the Head upon the Queensland Post-
age Stamps to follow the pattern as closely as possible. His Excellency also desired

(68)
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that the several denominations of stamps may be distinguished by the colours now
used for stamps of corresponding amount in England.
“ 4. Stamps representing the following values will be required :

* One Shilling.
“ Six Pence.

“ Three Pence.
“Two Pence.
*“ One Penny.

“ Each stamp to bear the word  Queensland ™ above the head, and those denoting
its value below.

“ A further stamp will be required of a different order from the rest, bearing the
words “* Queensland,” ** Registered.”

“5. It is considered desirable that the Dies should remain with the manufacturers
in England, it being probable that the printing could not for the present be satisfactorily
executed in Queensland. A supply sufficient for two years’ econsumption will there-
fore be required in the first instance to prevent the possibility of the stock on hand at
the General Post Office of Queensland being exhausted before a further supply can be
received from England.

“6. The following number of each denomination of stamps respectively is con-
sidered sufficient to commence with :

200,000 One Penny.

210,000 Two Pence.

250,000 Six Pence.
15,000 One Shilling.
30,000 Registered.

7. It being of the utmost importance that the Postage Stamps should be supplied
to the offices throughout Queensland at the earliest possible date, I have to request
that you will use your best endeavours to despatch them by the very first overland
mail * for which they can be got ready, and it will be desirable that the package con-
taining them should be insured against loss, as well as that every precaution should be
taken to prevent them from being injured either by heat or damp. If a part only of
the number specified can be prepared in time for the first mail after the receipt of this
letter, it should be despatched and the remainder should follow without delay.

1 have, ete.
“ R. G. W. HErBERT.”

* In the latter half of 1860 the Overland Mail route was by P. & O. steamer from South-
ampton to Alexandria, calling at Marseilles for the mails sent overland through France. The rate
for letters was 9d. per } oz. via Southampton, and 1s. via Marseilles. At Alexandria the mails
were landed, and sent by rail overland to Suez, where they were again shipped on board a P. & O.
steamer, which conveyed them to Australia, calling at Point de Galle, Ceylon, en route.

The railway across the isthmus was only completed in 1859, and prior to its completion the
mails were carried by barge and steamer from Alexandria to Cairo, and thence by coaches and
camels to Suez. Although the Suez Canal was opened to traffic on 17th November, 1869, it was
not adopted as the regular route for the Eastern mails until 7th February, 1888.

The Overland Mail was a monthly service, the time taken from England to Brisbane being
about eight weeks, and letters could be posted via Marseilles to within about six days after the
mail steamer had left Southampton.
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The Tasmanian stamps attached to the foregoing letter, which are now in the
possession of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., were two used copies of the 6d. English print.

It will be noticed that in giving the estimated quantities required, the 3d. value
was inadvertently omitted. This mistake was rectified subsequently.

Some considerable correspondence passed between the Queensland Government
and their agents, and though we have copies of all the letters sent to the latter, we have
failed, after diligent search, to find their replies with but one exception, hereinafter
given. The several changes in the Ministerial control of the Postal Department re-
sulted in these letters being forwarded from one department to another, until at last
they appear to have been mislaid. However, the Post Office Register Book of corre-
spondence received contains a list of these letters, giving dates and notes of the subject
matter. From this we have gained some useful information.

Writing from 17 Gracechurch Street, London, E.C., on the 17th April, 1860, Messrs.
F. Mangles & Co. referred to a conversation they had previously had with a repre-
sentative of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., and enclosed for the perusal of that firm a
copy of Mr. Herbert’s letter of the 1st February. They added “ We now request that
you will undertake the order, and supply the following.” (Here a list of values and
quantities is given.) * We enclose as a sample two Tasmanian stamps, and refer you
to the copy of the Colonial Secretary’s letter for full instructions as to the execution of
the order, which instructions must be rigidly adhered to.”

“ You will please commence with the One Penny stamps, and continue to produce
the others in the following order :—Sixpenny, Twopenny, One Shilling, Registered.

*“ We have determined on having the stamps perforated, as is done in this country,
which please attend to.

“You will also be good enough to supply a watermark paper (not a special
one) as suggested by you.

“ You will please to set about the execution of the order at once, and use your
utmost exertions to complete the same as soon as possible.

*“ We shall be glad to receive each description of stamp as it is finished, without
waitiug for the whole to be completed before any portion is delivered. This order will
most likely be under the supervision of the Board of Inland Revenue, but of this you
shall hear further shortly.

*“ If possible, we shall be glad to receive the One Penny and Six Penny in time to
send out by the mail in May, but if you are unable to get them ready, let us have them
for the mail in June, as the Six Penny and One Penny will be of great service in sending
letters to England.”

In reply to a verbal communication, Messrs. Mangles & Co. informed Messrs.
Perkins, Bacon & Co. on the 14th June that the latest moment they could give for
gending the postage stamps would be 2 p.m. on the 22nd idem, delivered at their office.

On the 20th June, 1860, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. forwarded an invoice to
Messrs. F. Mangles & Co. ““for paper, printing and gumming 600 sheets, 240 each,
= 144,000 Queensland 1d. Postage Stamps, @ 9d., £5 8s.”

On the 14th July, 1860, the engravers wrote to the Queensland Agents :—

*“ The whole of the One Penny postage stamps for Queensland are ready for ship-
ment, and have been perforated.

200 sheets of the Two Penny and 300 sheets of the Six Penny are now ready,
except the perforating. Will you kindly inform us if they shall all go on Tuesday by
the overland mail, or whether you prefer retaining the two latter until they can be
perforated ? 7
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On the 16th July, Messrs. Mangles & Co. replied that they would be glad if the
engravers would send off by the mail of that month all the postage stamps that they
had ready, perforated or not, addressed to the Officer administering the Government,
Queensland, the package to be forwarded to the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s
office before noon on the following day.

On the 17th July, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. furnished the Agents with the
following invoice :(—

“ For 200 sheets, 240 ea. 48,000 6d. Green, Unperford.

80 ,, 240 ,, 19,200 2d. Blue, Perford.

120 ,, 240 ,, 28,800 2d. ,, Unperford.
233 ,, 240 ,, 55,920
2l oo 14- Red, Perford.
152,000 Postage Stamps at 9d. . $514 0

Perforating 75,200 at 4d. TR 3 g = 5 150
For engraving die roller, etc., and engraving folio plate of

240 1d. Queensland postage stamps . ‘ . . 106 0 0
For do. 1 folio plate 240 2d. do. do. . : - . 106 0 0
For do. 1 do. do. 240 6d. do. do. : = 3 3:2:1057,05 0"

The first of Messrs. Mangles & Co.’s letters to the Queensland Colonial Secretary
was dated 18th April, 1860, and was followed by a second on the 18th May. We have
not found either of these letters, which are simply stated in the records to contain in-
formation “ As to Postage Stamps.” The following letter gives further information as
to the contents of the first communication :—

“ QUEENSLAND,
“ TreASURY, 4th July, 1860.
“ GENTLEMEN,

“1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2, dated
18th April, 1860, to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, informing him that you
had given instructions to Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., of Fleet Street, for the printing
of the Queensland Postage Stamps as requested by the Honourable the Secretary’s
letter of the lst February to you.

“The Department of the Post Office, Queensland, having been transferred from
under the control of the Colonial Secretary to the Colonial Treasurer, you will please
address all future correspondence on the subject of Postage Stamps to this office.

“ With reference to that part of your letter enquiring whether you are to supply
Threepenny stamps or not, I have to reply in the affirmative, and request you will give
instructions to the engraver to prepare a Plate for stamps of that description similar
in design to those already ordered, but of course being of a different colour to any of
the other stamps.

“ The number which will be required for the Two Years’ supply will be Fifteen
thounsand.

15,000 Threepenny Stamps.

‘1 have, ete.
“ R. R. MACKENZIE,
“ Colonial Treasurer.
*“To Messrs. F. Mangles & Co.,
** Agents to the Colony of Queensland,
“ 17 Gracechurch Street, London.”
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The next letters, recorded as having been received from the Colonial Agents, were
dated 26th June and 26th July, 1860, and both referred to ““ Forwarding Postage
Stamps.” Their further contents are detailed in the following letter :—

* QUEENSLAND,
“ TREASURY, BRISBANE,
** 16th October, 1860.
“ GENTLEMEN,

“1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters to the Honour-
able the Colonial Secretary, of dates the 26th June and 26th July, advising him that
you had forwarded by the Overland Mails of those dates the following number of Queens-
land Postage Stamps, viz. : by the Mail of 26th June one case containing 600 sheets,
or 144,000 at one penny, and by the Mail of 26th July one case containing 234 sheets,
or 56,000 at one penny ; 200 sheets, or 28,800 at twopence ; and 200 sheets or 28,000
at sixpence. The number of sheets as stated by you is correct, but in the calculation
of the number of stamps I find there is an error made in the 2d. and 6d., the quantities
of which should be as follows : 200 sheets of 2d., or 48,000, and 200 sheets of 6d., or
48,000.

“1 trust you will use every exertion to get the remainder of those ordered
executed and forwarded as soon as possible.

“You will have received before now, my letter of the 4th July last, which con-
tained instructions as to the printing of stamps of the value of Threepence (the number
of which was omitted by the Colonial Secretary in his letter giving directions for the
preparation of plates, ete.), of which T must urge the execution.

“The stamps received have given general satisfaction, both as regards their
appearance and in the workmanship, more especially those perforated, which seems
to be a great convenience in the separation. If the remainder of those ordered are not
already completed I should wish them to be treated in a similar manner.

“T am, ete.,
“R. R. MACKENZIE,
* Acting Postmaster-General.
“ Messrs. F. Mangles & Co.,
“ Gresham House,
“ Old Broad Street, London.”

Upon the receipt of the first supply of stamps acknowledged in the foregoing letter,
a notice was published in the Gazette of the 22nd September, 1860, as follows :—

“ GENERAL Post OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE, 21st Sept., 1860.

“ QUEENSLAND POSTAGE StaAmPS.

“ 1t is hereby notified for public information that a supply of Queensland Postage
Stamps has been received from England, and will be issued on the first day of November
next, from which date the New South Wales Postage Stamps at present in use will no
longer be acknowledged upon letters posted within this colony. All letters, therefore,
posted in Queensland after the 1st of November bearing the New South Wales stamps
will be treated as unpaid, and will accordingly be opened and returned to the writer.

“R. R. MAackgNzIg.”
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This notice was probably published on receipt of the first supply of 1d. stamps,
as the 2d. and 6d., which did not leave England until the 26th July, could scarcely have
reached Brisbane as early as the 21st September.

The 2d. and 6d., however, reached Brisbane early in October, as may be judged
from the following letter addressed to the Duke of Newcastle, who was at that time
the Secretary of State for the Colonies :—

“ GovERNMENT HoUsE,
“ BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND,
“Bth October, 1860.
“My Lorp DukE,

* At the request of the Government of this Colony, I have the honour to solicit
your Grace to cause the Post-Master General to be informed that the postage stamps
provided for Queensland will come into use (replacing those of New South Wales) on
the Ist November next. Consequently they will be affixed to all letters posted in this
Colony for England by the November Mail.

“I enclose specimens of the Stamps for the information of the Post-Office
authorities.

“TI have the honour to be, My Lord Duke,
“Your Grace's Most Obedient
“ Humble Servant,
“(8d.) G. F. Bowex.
“ His Grace the Right Honble.
“ The Duke of Newcastle,
“ete., ete., ete.,”

It was not until the 11th October that supplies of the new stamps were furnished
to the Queensland postmasters together with the following circular :—

“ GENErRAL Post OFFICE,
“ BRISBANE,
“ 11th October, 1860.
“ Sir,

“1 beg to acquaint you that a Supply of Queensland Postage Stamps has
been received from England, and will be issued to the Public on the 1st day of November
next, from which date no New South Wales stamps will be acknowledged.

“ You will receive herewith a supply of the Queensland Postage stamps to com-
mence issuing from the 1st November next, but in the meantime you will continue to
sell the New South Wales stamps, keeping a sufficient supply on hand for that purpose,
and on the last day of October forward all the New South Wales stamps remaining in
your possession at the close of that day to this office, when you will receive in exchange
an equal amount of the Queensland stamps.

“It must be understood that you are not to commence with the new stamps
before the 1st day of November but only on and from that day, and all letters posted
in your office (inland letters excepted, which may be allowed 14 days grace) subsequent
to that date bearing New South Wales stamps, must be treated as unpaid, and for-
warded to the General Post Office to be opened and returned to the writers ; you will
therefore see the necessity of giving due notice to the public in order that the incon-
venience of having their letters returned may be avoided.
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*“ As no Queensland Registered Stamps have as yet been received you will continue
the use of the New South Wales Registered Stamps until further notice.

*“ It is also requested that you will exchange any New South Wales stamps for the
public during the month of November, and on the Jast day of that month forward all
stamps so exchanged to this office when a similar number of our own will be sent you.

“T am, ete.,
“R. R. Mackenzie.”

The regulation as to treating letters bearing New South Wales stamps seems an
unnecessarily harsh one. The Queensland Government had received the full face
value for these stamps, and could not possibly have suffered any appreciable loss had
they permitted the small supply remaining on hand to be entirely used up. Imagine
the case of a person living far inland using a N.S.W. stamp, bought from a Queensland
office, to prepay his letter to England, and having it opened and returned after missing
the monthly mail to Europe. If strictly adhered to, this regulation must have caused
considerable annoyance.

In the meantime the engravers were proceeding with the work of printing the
balance of the stamps ordered by Messrs. Mangles & Co. on the 17th April, 1860. On
the 11th August, 1860, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. wrote to the Queensland agents,
stating that they expected to ship all the rest of the Queensland stamps by that month’s
mail. However, on the 16th August, they furnished an invoice for a part of the balance
only. This invoice was for :—

“ For engraving folio steel plate containing 240 1s. Postage Labels £105 0 0
Do. do. containing 240 Registered do. . < : o 108050
500 sheets, 240 each, 120,000 6d. Green.
100 ,, 240 ,, 24,000 2d. Blue.
623 ,, 240 ., 15,000 Is. Violet.
5, 240 ,, 18,000 Registered, Orange.

177,000 Postage Labels at 9d. . s 612 9
Perforating at 4d. . ; , ‘ : - : : 21907

It was not until the 17th September that the balance of the supply ordered was
furnished, together with an invoice :(—

“For 138,000 2d. Blue.
82,000 6d.Green.
12,000 Registered, Orange.
232,000 Postage Labels at 9d. 3 . £8814 0
Perforating at 4d. . “ AR 3 G By

On the 20th September, 1860, Messrs. F. Mangles & Co. wrote to Messrs. Perkins,
Bacon & Co. requesting them to prepare a plate for 3d. postage stamps, similar in
design to those already ordered, but the stamps to be of a different colour from any of
the other stamps, and to supply 15,000 3d. stamps.
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The following letter is the only one from the Agents I found in the Queensland
records :—

“ Gresgam Housk,
“OLp BroAD STREET,
“ Loxpon, E.C.,
*“ Sept. 26th, 1860.
“ SIr,

. “We are in receipt of your letter No. 57, of 4th of July, 1860, informing us
that the Department of the Post Office has been transferred to your office.

““ We note that we are to supply Fifteen thousand (15,000) Threepenny postage
stamps, and we have given orders to the Engraver to prepare a Plate for stamps of
that description, the paper (? colour) to be of a different colour to any of the other
stamps.

“ Referring to our letter No. 11 of the 27th August, 1860, addressed to the Hon.
the Colonial Secretary, we have now to advise having forwarded the remainder of the
Postage Stamps ordered by the Hon. the Colonial Secretary’s letter to us of 1st February
last per the present Overland Mail, viz. : one case containing :—

“ 138,000 2d. Blue,
“ 82,000 6d. Green,
12,000 Registered, Orange.

“The above case has been addressed to the Officer administering the Govern-
ment, Queensland, and we have written to Sydney with directions to send on the case
as soon as possible.

“ We now beg to enclose invoice of Postage Stamps ordered in letter of 1st Feb-
ruary last, before referred to, amount £578 8s. 11d., which we believe will be found
correct.

““ The Threepenny stamps ordered in your letter now under reply are being pre-
pared as rapidly as possible, and shall be forwarded to you immediately they are ready.

“ We have, ete.
“F. MancLes & Co.

“Tae HonN. THE CoLONIAL TREASURER,
“ BRISBANE.”

“ Invoice of Postage Stamps forwarded by F. Mangles & Co., per Overland Mails
to the address of the Officer administering the Government Queensland, by
order and on account and risk of the Hon. The Colonial Treasurer, Queensland.

“ Postage Stamps ordered per letter No. 119 of 1st February, 1860 :—

200,000 One Penny.
210,000 Twopenny.

250,000 Sixpenny.
15,000 One Shilling.
30,000 Registered.
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““ Particulars of stamps forwarded per Overland Mails :—

1d. 2d. 6d. ls.  Registered.
June . % " : . 144,000 — — -— —_
Juy . . . . . 56000 48000 48,000 = =
August 3 - X . -— 24,000 120,000 15,000 18,000
Sept. . % < . . — 138,000 82,000 — 12,000

200,000 210,000 250,000 15,000 30,000

“To engraving original Steel Die and hardening it ; transferring it to
Steel Roller and hardening it, and from thence engraving a Folio

Steel Plate containing 240 1d. Postage Stamps x 5 . £106 0 O
1 Folio Plate of 240 2d. do. do. . ¢ . . i~ 20000
; % ,, 6d. do. do. 3 2 3 3 : o, 10900
iy 2 ,, 1s. do. do. : . i . 3 . 106 0 O
! S b . Reg'd. do. do. . £ & : ¥ o 2055050
“To Paper, printing and gumming 200,000 1d. Postage Stamps
210,000 2d. ,, 7
250,000 6d. ”
15,000 1s »
30,000 Regmtered 5
705,000 @ 9d. . % : 26 8 9
Perforating 484,200 Postage Stamps @ 4d. . . 8§ 1 4
4 Tin and Deal cases, one @ 7s. 6d., two @ Q 5s. 6d. and one @
4s. 6d. . . : - 130
£560 13 1
“ As per Messrs. Perkins & Co’s Invoice herewith—Charges : Insur-
ance, ete. . - . . . . ; . % : 17 15 10
£78 811

“F. MaxcrLes & Co.
“ Loxpox, 26th Sept., 1860.
“ EIEI-’,

RerLy.

“ TREASURY, QUEENSLAND,
* 18th December, 1860.
“ (JENTLEMEN,

“1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 26th
September last, advising that you had forwarded by that Mail the following Postage
Stamps, viz

138,000 at One Penny.
* 82,000 at Sixpence.
12,000 at (6) Registry, which have duly come to hand.
“1 am, ete.
“R. R. MACKENZIE.
*¢ Messrs. Mangles & Co.,
“ London.”
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An executive minute of the 11th December, 1860, provided for payment of cost
of stamps as follows :—

“ His Excellency the Governor, at the instance of the Honourable the Treasurer,
adverts to previous proceedings on the 23rd January ult. ordering a supply of postage
stamps from England, and invites the Council to make a provision for payment with
exchange of the account incurred in respect of those that have arrived to the amount
of £578 8s, 11d.

“2. The Council advise that a special vote of the Assembly be taken upon the
subject, and that in the meanwhile the sum in question be advanced from the item
unforeseen expenses for the vear 1861.”

On the 26th October, 1860, Messrs. Mangles & Co. wrote, intimating the pre-
paration of 3d. stamps; on the 26th November they wrote, reporting progress of
3d. stamps ; and on the 26th January, 1861, they wrote, enclosing invoice for 3d.
stamps.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. had written on the 15th December, 1860, that the
Threepenny Plate had been prepared and the stamps printed. Their invoice of the
same date was as follows :—

“ For engraving Folio Steel Plate containing 240 3d. Postage

Labels : % > : : ; : . £105 0 0
,»» Paper, printing and gumming 62} sheets 240 ea., 15,000

3d. Brown Stamps @ 9d. . : 2 . - 011 3
,» Perforating @ 4d. . = : : : x . 05 0”

The Executive minute providing for payment of this account, dated 4th March,
1861, is as follows :—

“ His Excellency the Governor lays before the Council a letter from the Colonial
Agent in England, enclosing an account amounting to £108 17s. 2d. for preparing the
Threepenny postage stamps recently sent out.

2. The Council advise that the necessary authority be given for payment of the
sum in question, and further that a sum be placed upon the estimates for the current
year to meet the expense that has been incurred in the preparation of the plates and
dies of the Queensland postage stamps.”

Shortly after the completion of the first order for postage stamps, it became
apparent that the supply of the two lower values, estimated to last for two years,
would barely suffice for one, and in consequence the following order was sent for
an additional supply :—

“ TREASURY, BRISBANE.,
“ 15th January, 1861.
“ GENTLEMEN,

“1I have the honour to request that you will be good enough to forward at
your earliest convenience a further supply of postage stamps for the use of this Colony,
it appearing that the quantities ordered as per Colonial Secretary’s letter of the st
of February last will be insufficient to meet the demand during the period they were
calculated to last, viz., for two years, more especially the Twopenny stamps which are
used more extensively than those of any other description.

“ You will therefore please forward postage stamps as follows, viz. :—

* 500 sheets or 120,000 of One Penny.
“1,000 ,, or 240,000 of Twopenny.
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despatching the Twopenny (or a portion of those ordered) if possible by the return mail,
in order that no inconvenience may be experienced by the Government of this colony
through the supply falling short of the demand.
“1 am, ete.
“R. R. MACKENZIE.
*“ Messrs. F. Mangles & Co.,
“ London.”

Messrs. Mangles & Co. acknowledged this letter on the 26th March, and stated that
“ the stamps will be sent by next mail ”; and on the 26th April, 1861, they wrote
““ forwarding stamps.”

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co’s. invoice for this supply was dated 15th April, 1861,
and the items were :—

“For paper, printing, gumming and perforating
1,000 sheets 240 ea. 240,000 2d. Blue.
500 ,, 240 ,, 120,000 1d. Red.

360,000 @ 1s. 1d. = £19 10 0.”

The increased demand soon extended to the higher values, and necessitated the
following order :—
“ TREASURY, BRISBANE,
“ 6th March, 1861.
“ GENTLEMEN,

* Referring to my letter of the 15th January last ordering One Penny and Two
Penny Postage stamps, I have now the honour to request that you will have the good-
ness to forward additional stamps as follows ; viz. :—

“ 500 sheets or 120,000 of One Penny.
“1,000 , ,, 240,000 ,, Two ,,
“62§ , , 15,000 ,, Three ,,
HB00 - e 120,000 -, Bix e
€125 ,, ,, 30,000 ,, One Shilling.
“125 ,, ,, 30,000 ,, 6d. Registered.

“ These may be sent in one package, and if possible not later than by the June
mail.

“ Complaints have been made that some of the stamps do not bear sufficient
mucilage, and consequently are liable to fall off the letters when posted; you will
therefore be good enough to give instructions that those now ordered be carefully
attended to in this respect.

“1 am, ete.,
“R. R. MACKENZIE,
; *“ Colonial Treasurer,
“ Messrs. F. Mangles & Co.,
** Gresham House,
“ Old Broad Street, London.”
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This order was communicated to Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. on the 13th May,
1861, and on the 12th June following the engravers invoiced the stamps in the exact
numbers ordered, the total being 555,000 stamps, and the charge for paper, printing,
gumming and perforating being at the rate of 1s. 1d. per 1000 stamps.

On the 27th May, 1861, Messrs. Mangles & Co. wrote, acknowledging receipt of
order for further supply of postage stamps; and on the 26th June they wrote, ad-
vising having forwarded stamps, and enclosing invoice for same, £39 4s. 5d.

No further orders for stamps were sent to England ; the plates were obtained in
1862 ; and the stamps were thenceforth printed in the Colony. (See Chapter I11.)

It is a matter of interest that the stamps of Queensland were included in the
exhibits at the International Exhibition of 1862, as disclosed in the following letter,
addressed to the Duke of Newcastle, the Secretary of State for the Colonies :—

“ GoverNMENT HoUSE,
¢ BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND,
“ 14th February, 1862.
“My Lorp DuUkE,

“In pursuance of your Grace’s Circular Despatch of the 22nd November ult.,
I have the honour to transmit herewith specimens of the Postage Stamps used in this
Colony. Specimens had already been forwarded in my despatch No. 83 of 5th October,
1860.

“ 1 have the honour to be,
“ My Lord Duke,
“ Your Grace’s most Obedient
“ Humble Servant,
Enclosure. “(8d.) G. F. Bowex.”

The Colonial Office Register of Correspondence shows that six stamps were en-
closed in the above letter ; there would be one of each denomination, and the Re-
gistered stamp ; and that they were sent to the Exhibition on 26th April, 1862.

The designs of the first definitive series of Queensland are substantially the same
for each denomination save that in the Registration stamp the corners are hollowed
out to form an irregular octagon. These are illustrated from die proofs * of the 1d.,
2d., 3d., 6d. and 1s., and a plate proof of the Registered (Illustrations, XV. (a) to
(d), (f) and (k). A die proof * of the latter is also shown in which the square corners
are intact, the curved lines being roughly drawn in pencil. (Illustration, XV. (g).)

Of the above-mentioned die proofs, the 1d. and 1s. are on India paper, the 3d., 6d.
and Registered on ‘India paper mounted on card, the 2d. being on card. In the
1d. die proof there is a horizontal dash outside each vertical frame line at the middle
point, and this is an indication that the 1d. was the mother die.

The die of the 1d. was first completed and the others were made from it by transfer
under great pressure in the usual way, that is to say, by first transferring the design to
a steel roller from which the value (then in relief) was removed. By pressure the
design without the value would then be transferred to small flat squares of softened
steel destined to become respectively the dies of the other values, on which the several

* Collection of Mr. R. B. Yardley.






