Nice Looker

Western Austrlia has some very altractive
revenues none of which have a monarchs
head unless you count the fiscal posial
period, Waterdow & Sons Ltd of London
were responsible for the horizontal long
bi-colour senies from 1904 o 19440, Some
of you may have seen the composite
‘tradesman’s sample sheet” of 6 [fig 1]
which comprises of 3 different values all
with [2mm punch bele key plate frame in
brown with blue swan vignette line perfed
124, overprinted ‘Wauserlow & Sons Lid
Specimen’. I also have a couple of imperf
Id values same colour but overprinted
Specimen 1o a larger font. 1 have since
acquired a 6d imperf [fig 2] # different
shude of brown 10 the sample sheet with the
swan vignetie i the issued colour, black on
plain thin laxd paper without the specinxn
overprint, | ciun only put 1his Slamp into
the category of an unissued colour tnizl,
Would any reader kave further informtation
on this “colour trial™ As this appears to be
unrecorded by the Westies 1 should like to
do so here in ‘Revenue Review',

Scarce Kiwi
Many New Zealand arms revenues issued
in 1939 have been overprinied with the
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very same value us printed on the stamp
{fig 3] this bewilders me as the preceding
and later decimal issues were without
this overprint. It is neither surcharged noe
subcharged. Would any reader know if' a
new long sited printer took over this role,
as you do mex have to squint o read the
value as the overprint is quite massive,
Maybe a few high values of the preceding
un-overprinted series were usad by mistuke
causing the accountant 10 bave & paddy.
Can anyone clarify this overprinting which
appears 10 be a ot waste of time and
money.

What a Relief

Just prioe 10 the Commonwealth uniform
Tuxation system being introduced New
South Wales introduced an Unemployment
Reliel Tax & Social Services Tax [fig 4] for
the years of 1939 - 1941, Wages tax stamps
were used provisionally in 1939 being
overprinted URT. & S.5.T. as u stop gap
measure until purpose stamps were issued.
As with the wages rax the stamp was
rouletted horizontally to make separation
easy as the top hulf was retained by the
employer with the bottom half going into
taxation for end of year audit. Fig 4 shows
i typed specimen of which only one set is
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known. [ guess easily forged but for the
fact the specimen set is affixed (o 3 taxation
presentation sheet! Some interesting essavs
emerged both in colour and black and white
Uigs 5 6 & 7] prior to the uniform issve of
January 171941,

More Bets

Another unrecorded New South Wales
betting tax has come to light, a %d in blue
|Gig 8]. The 2d has been recorded in red
which I have pever seen, This turned up in
the stock of Steve Hamilton well known
revenue dealer. The stamp now resides in
Cunberra with Dingle Smith another well
know identity in the revenue field,

American States Revenue
Book Review

Our good friend Norm Hart of Victoria
Kindly arranged to get me a copy of the “hat
off the press’ Revenve Stamps Catalogue
put out by the State Revenue Society of
USA. This catalogue deals only with the
American States Issues, Norm has kindly
reviewed this for us all: Colléctors of the
postage stumps of the United States of
America gre well served especially with
the comprehensive Scolt catulogues.
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Collestors of United Stiates revenue stanps
likewise have had gccess to an extensive
Listing of all Federal Government stimips
issued since 1862 as well a5 embossed
stamps from 1755 also in Soot,

Until recently collectors of United
States STATE Revenue stamps have besn
poordy served. In the 1940°s Cabor put
together a pamphlet of know issues but
with no illustrations. In 1960 Elbeént S.A,
Hubbard, & man who probably had the most
eatensive collection of US State Revenues
ever assembled, published a very useful
small beok with o few illustranions bat long
out of date. During the 1980°s Sherwood
Springer published a series of handbooks
of Novth American Cinderelln Stamps long
out of print and out of date,

Various interested people published
studdics of their owi staes o interests but
there wits no complete guide. In November
2007 The United Scates Revenue Socicty
published the SRS State Revenuwe Catalogue
cdited by Scott Trouiman but the work
of many bands and minds.  Individual
members of the SRS underiook 1o revise
and rewrite the information available for
cach state of the Union, The book is &
collector™s dream, key 1ypes are Hlustrated
while informution on printers, perforation,
watermarks, colours and papers arc all

provided. The numbering system follows
Hubbard’s pattern with u capital leter
for the type of Tax, A for Apple. BD for
Bedding, B for Beer, CG for Cigar and so
forth, For a nation tsal went o war over
tixes they appear 1o be taxed at every
level of their lives examples are: Malt &
Worr, Kerosene, Decumentary. Fertilizer,
Feed. Eggs, Tobacco, Beer, Wine, Motor
Vehicle, Business Licences. Marijuana,
Hunting, Potato. Vegetable, Fruit, Bingo,
Seeds. Drugs, Ovster, Amusement Device,
Cosmetic, Gasoline, Oleomurgaring,
Bedding, Cigar, Linseed Oil, Honey, Butter
Substitate, Ammuaition, Insurance, Dog
Food. Bicycle, Fermented Beyverages,
Soft Drinks, Stock Transfer, Insecticide,
Cigarctres.....if you can think of it, it
probably has been taxed.

The State 1ax stamps are often colourful,
sometimes in the shape of the state,
sometimes they are tickets, tags. decals,
perfedamperf, gummed oc not, the variety
is amazing. The new catalogue has tried
to offer a realistic guide to custent values
of various issues rher than relying on a
50 year old publication or the vaganes of
eBay.

Personally 1'mn very excited to have
this new addition to my library and ook
forsvard to delving deeper for a greaier

understanding of my collection.

The Stite Revenue Scciety 1s a great
asset 10 all collectors of US state revenuces.
It publishes a quarterly journal with
interesting articles and a regular auction
where many bargains can be found. The
Home page for the SRS ix www.mckellips,
net/'SRS/index.himl The Treasurer is
Harold Effner Jr, 27 Pine Street, Lincroft,
NJ 07738, USA membeorship in the US
costs USS15 a Jinde more lor overseas.
Harold's email s Harold_Effner@zcml.
com Scott Troutman emai! Smtroutman @
atlantichb.net s well as being the editor
of rhis superh Catalogue is the editor of the
SRS Journal, sample copses arc available
from him for 4 small price, SRS anpual
OS subs are US$22.50 from Norman Hart
email; nh362082@bigpond.netav Muny
thunk Norm. My copy has afready pid
for iself,

I can be contacted by mail:
PO Box 66 Springwood 4127
Queensland or an Email link

from my web site http://us-

ers.bigpond.nct.au/davel/
index
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